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NV NHARLEsS, having recovered. 
* C & from the exceſs of his joy not on- 
ly to find his Lizzy at Myrtle- 
grove, but to be affured that the had made 
herſelf agreeable in the eyes of his pa- 
rents, Whoſe diſapprobation would have _ 
given him the greateſt unealineſs, ex 
preffed the ſatisfaction which he felt at 8 


Vor. A warmeſt 


ul fight of her in ſuch a place, in the "ob — 5 


4 
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warmeſt terms; and in terms equally 

warm poured out his filial effuſions to 

thoſe who were juſtly entitled, he thought, 

to the moſt grateful acknowledgments. 

During his behaviour to the miſtreſs 

of his affections, Mr. Mitchell beheld 

his ſon with a fatherly delight ; and in 

anſwer to his very handſome acknowledge-„— 

ments, replied, I am heartily glad, my 

e dear Charles, that you have afforded 

<< me an opportunity to commend the 

«© goodneſs of your taſte as a lover, and the _ 

2206 propriety of your conduct as a ſon: if () 

© was ever my deſire and endeavour to 

ce behave in ſuch a manner to my chil- 

„ dren, as to make them look upon 

« me as their trueſt friend; and if your | | 

45 brother Harry returns from his tra- 717 

« yels without being poliſhed out of ] 
\ 
+ 


< the virtues with which he left me, 

„and if George comes home uncor- 

„ rupted by his companions, I ſhall be, 
indeed, uncommonly bleſt in them.“ 
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Mz. Mitchell then very good-natur- 


edly thinking that the young people, af- 


ter what had paſſed, would be very glad 
to converſe with each other without 
being reſtrained by the preſence even of 
their beſt friends; and being convinced 
that his ſon would take no improper ad- 
vantages of a t#te-a-tite with the woman 
for whom he had the highſt regard, quit- 
ted the room, and was ſoon followed by 
Mrs. Mitchell, whoſe ſentiments on the 


occaſion exactly coincided with her huſ- 


band's, and whoſe confidence in her 


Charles was not leſs ſtrong, 


WHEN Charles found himſelf. at hi 


berty to open his heart to his Lizzy as 


fully as he had wiſhed to do, he fat down 


on the ſopha by her, and, gently ſeizing 


her hand, ſaid, with a look of the moſt 


winning tenderneſs, © Oh Lizzy! this 


«© unexpected meeting, attended with 


« ſuch favourable circumſtances, has 


© thrown my ideas into ſo agreeable an 


« ;Agiration, that I ſhall, I am afraid, 
1:4 a B - * talk 
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< talk very incoherently; but you 
will, J hope, impute the wildneſs of 
By my converſation” to the violence of 
i my feelings upon fo happy. an occa- 
© ſion, which abſolutely hinders me from 
© behaving with more compoſure, My 
<: ſpirits are faiſed to ſuch an extrava- 
«vant pitch, that I hardly know what [ 
* J ſay; but of this J am certain, I was 
„ never fo happy in my liſe.“ 
Tur above ſpeech, accompanied with 
many tender preſſures of the hand which 
he held, filled the heart of Lizzy with 
the moſt pleaſing ſenſations ; but as the 
pleaſure which the felt, though” not leſs 
fincere than hit, was more corrected, ſhe 
replied in a manner more conſiſtent with 
the delicacy of her ſex, and the natural. 
| erage of her diſpoſition, 
Irm tayſelf extremely fortunate, 
1 ﬆ gr,“ aid the,” directing her eyes mo- 
deſtly towards him, © in having been 
ble to make thoſe intereſt themſelves - 
5 ee, enen 
„ PE 8 59 as. 
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“ man who has it in his power to render 
< jt: coinpleat, is ſo nearly related. 
* CHARMING: creature!” ſajd he, beſote 
ſhe could utter another Word; how you 
& increaſe my loye fot you, by the: guard- 
ed avowal of yours for me! Be aJur- 
<« ed, my amiable girl, that Lill, from 
* this moment, double my endeavours to 
be more warthy of your partiality in my 
e favour ; be aſſured alſo, that the hui 
* band will neyer forget the profeſſions 
<« of the lover. But come, my deareſt 
„Lizzy, let me hear, for my curioſity is 
c yery much excited, by what accident, 
„happy accident I muſt now call it, 
«© was you conveyed to this hoſpitable 
« place. I Jong ardently, indeed, 10 
«© know every thing that bappened 0 
« you ſince your father's cruel prokhibi- 


tion. I will, however, tax him zien 


* cruelty no more: your laſt dear note 


commands me to bury that N F 


66 io oblivion,” 


* 
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6 THE DELICATE 
Lizzy very willingly acquainted him 
with all that had paſſed within her own 
knowledge, from the time ſhe was ſe- 
verely ordered by her father to receive no 
more viſits from him, to the accident on 
the road which had occaſioned her then 
happy ſituation. 
_ Wren ſhe had concluded her narra- 
tive ſhe intreated him, in return, to gra- 
tify a curioſity not leſs eager than that 
which he had himſelf diſcovered ; and he 
_ readily complied with her requeſt. 
As ſoon as he had finiſhed, ſhe told 
him, that the felicity ſhe felt on the revival 
.of his father's ſentiments in his favour, 
was not a little interrupted by her 
concern for Maria, whoſe melancholy 
condition ſhe ſincerely pitied. “ I ſym- 
„ pathize heartily, continued ſne, with 
e the poor girl; and wiſh I had not 
66 __ her ſufferings on your” ac- 
s count.” p 
CHarLEs endeavoured, 1 EY 


to infuſe more cheartul ideas into her 
1 mind z 7 
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mind ; and as they had been long enough 
in private to, 1 themſelves to each 
other, he ſorry to have the ſcene 
ſhifted the: 


appearance of his father. 

In a few days afterwards, Sir Timo- 
thy arrived at the Grove, and received no 
ſmall pleaſure from the ſatisfaction which 
appeared in the countenance of his daugh- 
ter on his atrival: the pleaſure he felt 
upon the occaſion was conſiderably in- 
creaſed, by the account which ſhe gave of 
the kind treatment ſhe had met with 
from all the family during his abſence. 
He began, therefore, to ſee his intend- 
ed ſon-in-law in a more favourable light 
than ever; and, by the whole turn of his 
carriage, plainly ſhewed that he was tho- 
roughly ſatisfied with the alliance in 
agitation. | 

SIR Timothy PR informed 0 
daughter that he came too late to ſee 
his ſiſter alive, acquainted her with the 
legacy which ſhe had left to her, whien 
Was hive thouſand pounds, and told at that 
. B 4 | 
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her aunt had ordered the payment of it 
to be deferred till the day of her mar- 
riage with his conſent, Now, as that 
day, added he ſmiling, is perhaps not 
far off, you ftand a good chance to 
« have your legary ſoon transferred; and 
« a pretty ſum it is, let me tell you, 
& daughter.“ 

Lrzzy, though ſhe could not help 


- thinking that Mrs. Martin had made 


a very whimſical clauſe in her will re- 
lating to her, took no notice of it, as 
her father was in ſo good a humour with 
her; but ſmiled at the concluſion of his 
ſpeech, and aſked him, What had de- 
« tained him fo long, as her aunt's af- 
fairs, ſhe ſuppoſed, were not ſo per- 
« plexed as to require much time for 
ce the adjuſtment of them?“ 
„Wu, to tell you the truth, Litzy, 
c replied he, I had ſettled matters at 


* << der aunt's in three days after I got 


ec down there; but you muſt know, I met 
nh a gentleman who was as fond of 
1 pictures 
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pictures as myſelf, and he tarried tne 
% about the neighbourhood to fee fome 
„ colledtions, which took my fancy fo 
«<< much, that I could not have the heart 
6 to leave that part of the country fooner. 
„ene gentieman, in particular, re- 
„ -commended me to a clever hand in 
« Covent- garden; fo that I intend, when 
© I go to town, to ſet him to work 
6 for me. a 
SIR Timothy had no * to pro- 
ceed ; for a letter from London rendered 
his ſpeedy departure from the an. ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. 512 21 
Tux letter which Sir 3 receiv- 
ed was from Sir Thomas Delton. | 
Six Thomas, having been informed by 
a neighbour of Mr. Mitchell's of Miſs 
Trett's being at his houſe, imagined 
that a letter to him at Myrtle-grove 
would not remain there lon 3 without 
* into his hands. 
Wren Sir Timothy had iN Sir Tho- 


1 * his behaviour Was hardly 
like 


10 THE DELICATE 
like the behaviour of a man in his ſen- 
ſes: he flew into a violent paſſion, and 
very much puzzled every body around 
him to account for the ſudden alteration 
in his carriage. 

LET the reader determine whether Sir 


Timothy was not juſtly provoked to ap- 
pear ſo furiouſly affected. | 


« To Sir TiMoTHy TRETT, 


6 At —— M1TCHELL's Eſq; Myrtle-grove, | 
| Hertfordſhire. | 


« NIR, 

&© NoTWITHSTANDING the unpolite- 
<6 neſs, not to ſay unkindneſs, of your 
e behaviour to me when I was laſt at 
« your houſe, after having encouraged 
e me to believe that I ſhould ſoon find 
* myſelf happy to the utmoſt of my 
ee wiſhes in being united to your ami- 
able daughter, 'I cannot refrain from 
| « acquainting you with a piece of inte]- 

85 ligence of which you ought to be in- 

| formed, 


'C 


* 
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„formed, though it will not prove 
„ agreeable to you.— Lady Trett hav- 
« ing loſt conſiderable ſums at play, 
<& ſince your departure from London, has 
<« thought proper to go off with Lord 
„ Ts, who had the Jargeſt demands 
„ upon her; and I will leave you to 
e imagine in what manner her lady- 
« ſhip may be obliged to cancel her 
„ debts to him. — As a friend, I have 
'« undertaken to communicate this un- 
«© welcome news to you; and as a 
4e friefſd, will give you the beſt ad- 
vice and afliffanee I àm able 5. the 
* occaſion, N 


I am, SIX, 
i With my beſt reſpects to Miſs TxET, 
„ Your very humble ſervant, 


and ſincere friend, 


* Tromas DRL roy.“ 


» KJ - ” 
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1 Sir Timothy read the above 
letter to his daughter, ſhe could not help 
letting fall ſome! humane expreſſions on 
in-law,” as ſhe had (though not with 
any benevolent intentions) occaſioned the 
diſmiflien of Sir Thomas, and the re- 
. newal of Mr. Mitchell's addreſſes.” 

Sta Timothy correted her for her 
compaſſion in the following terms: | 
Tou ſpeak more handſomely of your , 

| <<. mother than the deſerves, Lizzy, —l, 

| * have long found her an extravagant 
. devil, and I ſhall not be forry for the 
I loſs of her; only I don't much like 
3 to be a cuckold in my old age.— But, 
ce howeyer, cuckoldom is better than 
| > - 6c ruinatgon ; for in the way ſhe went 
| . '©© on ſhe "Weald have drove me to a jail, 

cc perhaps.” | * 11 3 32 

| _ CHARLES having, 8 the ſame time, 
received a few lines from Mr. Plumtree, 
relating to commercial affairgy, which 
rendered his return to London alfo ne- 


ceſlary, 5 
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a poſt-chaiſe together, each promiſing to 
come back as ſoon as poſſible. iB 

Lizzy, from the natural tenderneſs of 
her diſpoſition, felt for her father, wha 
had, indeed, laid the foundation of the 
evils with which his ſecond marriage 
was attended, by ruſhing into it wich- 
out mature reflection, and by giving 
himſelf up to the deluſions of vanity af- 


terwards ; and ſincerely pitied his uneli- | 


gible ſituation. From her natural ſenſi- 


lover's fond adieu; following the chaiſe 
which conveyed him away till it was 


out of fight, with mingled emotions | 


dien diveſted her face of its uſual chear-" 
fulneſs, and deprived her heart of tlie re-. 
poſe which it had ſince her arrival at the 
Grove enjoyed. She was, however, not 
a little comforted under her diſquzetudes 
by the friendly affiduities af Mr. and 
Mrs, Mitchell, who did every drag in 


their power to render them ſupportublsx 
> > HE "* 


. 


ceffaey, Sir Timothy and he fet out in 


bility too, ſhe ſighed when the heard her 
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Sm Timothy, when he arrived at his 


houſe in town, found a very diſagreeable 


addition to the intelligence which he had 


received from Sir Thomas ;. for he ſoon 
diſcovered that there had been a robbery 


as well as an elopement during his ab- 


ſence. 
From the repeated proofs which lady 


Trett had given him of her extravagant 
turn, he was carried by an irreſiſtible 


impulſe to the ſpot on which he kept 


his notes, caſh, and other valuable things. 


— There he: was ſhocked to an inex- 
preſſible degree; for every thing valuable 
which he had repoſited in that place, 
— been removed. 
- A SECOND impulſe carried bin 6 to her 
ladyſhip's dreſſing- room, which was ſtrip- 
ped of all its ornaments.—On a farther 
| ſearch, the cabinet which contained her 
| jewels, &c. &c. was miſſing, and, the 
cloſet ſet apart for her wardrobe pillaged. 
+ Day, his truſty ſervant, who had 


been with him in the country, was pre- 
ſent 


6 


[i | 


2 
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ſent at the examination, and was not leſs 
ſurpriſed, though not ſo much intereſted, 
to ſee ſuch a change in the appearance 
of her ladyſhip's apartments. To him, 
Sir Timothy, during ſome very bitter 


exclamations againſt extravagant wives, 


every now and then ſaid, David! Da- 
<« vid! take care how you meddle with 
« matrimony ; you ſee what a pickle I 


am in by playing the fool: I have be- 


% devilled myſelf finely.” 

THE other ſervants were, in a ſhore 
time, ſummoned: and all, except Mrs, 
Wheedle, lady Trett's woman, and Har- 
ry, her ſervant, appeared,—They were 
all very much aſtoniſhed to hear that 
their maſter knew nothing about their 
lady, as ſhe had told them that ſhe was 
going down directly to him in Hertford- 
ſhire, in conſequence of a letter from him. 

Sol ſol—ſaid Sir Timothy, — here's 
a pretty piece of work! lam in a 
% d—able condition, I ſee that plain 
enough !—But do you, Will conti- 
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« nued he, run immediately to Sir Tho- 
4 mas Delton, and tell him that I 
, ſhould bu glad if he would drop in 
« upon me when he is at leiſure.” - 
43 Wut Sir Thomas came, Sir Timo- 
.- thy took him by the hand, and, after 
having given him a friendly ſhake, ſaid: 
« Oh Bir Thomas! I am heartily \ 
„ obliged te you for taking the trouble 
< to write to me: I only wiſh that 1 
„ had known of her ladyſhip's defign 
46 before ſhe had finiſhed her matters; I 
4 ſhould have looked ſharper afcer _ ( 
<6 money, if I had.” 
4 AFTER your bo 0 Bir Time- 
«thy 2 
- '66 Axe, Sir Thomas, as fure as you 
6 are there. —Her ladyſhip, not eontent- 
< ed with clapping a pair ef horns upon 
46 my head, did as much as was in her 
60 power to beggar me: if my whole 
4 fortune had been locked up in my 
6 bureau, the would have laid her paws 
pon it, you may be ecrtain, without 
any ſeruples. WHILE 


* 
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- Writs Sir Timothy was, agreeably 
to his friend's advice, endeavouring to 
make himſelf perfectly eaſy about the 
elopement of his lady, and determining 


not to admit her on any conſideration if 


ſhe returned, Mr, Mitchell was employed 
in tranſacting the buſineſs which had cal- 
led him to town, 

WHEN he had finiſhed his buſineſs, 
the tranſaction of which was not attend- 
ed with any ſhocks to his humanity ; for 
Maria was till in the country, and both 
Mr. and Mrs. Plumtree hoped that ab- 
ſence would cure her of a hopeleſs paſ- 
fion ; he prepared to return to the Grove, 
and propoſed a good deal of pleaſure by 
returning in the ſame manner as he came 
from it; that is, accompanied by the fa- 
ther of his Lizzy. 

Horixo, and fully expecting to OM 
Sir Timothy for his travelling compa- 
i nion, he went to Gioſvenor-ſtreet, and 


was readily admitted; but the pen | 
1 Fob W he 


. 
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he met with after his admiſſion, was 
quite contrary to his expectation. | 
Sis Timothy, when he entered tze + 
room in which he was fitting, received 
him with ſo much coolneſs and forma- 
lity, that he was, at firſt, not a little 
diſconcerted at ſo extraordinary a change 
in his behaviour, after his carriage at 
the Grove; but ſoon recovering, faid, 
«© I am very ſorry, Sir Timothy, to ſee 
«© you treat me with ſo much cere- 
«© mony, as it I was an utter firanger 
to you.“ ( ) 
Six Timothy, not knowing how to 
defend his capriciouſneſs with a. good 
grace# was much embarraſſed, and ap- 
7 peared in full as aukward a light as he 
did during Mr. Plumtree's viſit to him, 
already deſcribed. | 
» AFTER having thrown himſelf into a 
variety of uncouth attitudes, he at laſt 
aid: Why, Mr. Mitchell, the thing 
* is this; I have no ſort of objection 
6 | -<« to 
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© to you for a ſon- in law, becauſe I 
think you a deſerving young gentle- 
© man, and would make my daughter 
«© a good huſband ; but that's neither 
c here nor there: and, to be ſure, I have 
received a great many civilities from 
«© your good father and mother z. but 
that's nothing to the purpoſe. Sir 
„Thomas has laid me under ſuch par- 
„ ticular obligations to him, that I can- 
&« not poſlibly refuſe to make him happy 
«© with Lizzy, as he has ſet his . 
„upon the girl.” 

« Bur you will, I hope, be pleaſed 
* to remember, Sir Timothy (replied 
«© Charles modeſtly), that you approved 
«© of my addrefſes to Miſs Trett be- 
« fore Sir Thomas diſcovered himſelf to 
« be her admirer; and that you have 
« ſince not only given me, but my 
*© amiable parents ſufficient reaſon to be- 
66 8 had 5 
* union.” 


* 


oF Sts 
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Sis Timothy not being able to deny 
the charge againſt him, nor willing to re- 
collect what had paſſed at the Grove, ad- 
hered only to his obligations to Sir Tho- 
mas; and Charles could not, by any me- 
thod of attack, draw more ſatisfactory 
anſwers than thoſe which he had recei- 
ved — he therefore took his leave, with 
a mind beyond expreſſion agitated, reſolv- 


ing, to fly to his Lizzy with all poflible 


expedition, and conſult with her, aſſiſted 
by his parents, how to prevent the burſt- 
ing of the ſtorm gathering againſt his 
peace. 

Wirnour delay Charles made prepa- 
rations for his journey, and in much leſs 
time than he had ever performed it before, 
arrived at the Grove, where he received 
a ſhock which almoſt diſtracted him; for, 
upon enquiring after the health of Miſs 
'T rett, he was informed that ſhe ſet out 
for London that very morning, in obe- 


dience to her father's commands who had 


£7 
» 4% 


_— . 
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ſent a poſt-chaiſe with proper attendants 
for the conveyance of her to him. 

M. Mitchell, as Lizzy's letter from 
her father only contained, after he had 


acquainted her with the ſituation in which 


he had found things, a preſſing deſire to ſee 
her in town, imagining that Sir Timo- 
thy only wanted her to ſuperintend his 
domeſtic affairs, endeavoured to comfort 
his ſon under his diſappointment at her 
abſence, by all the arguments which he 
thought moſt likely to adminiſter conſo- 
lation to him: but when Charles repeat- 
ed the dialogue which had paſſed between 
him and Sir Timothy, he was exceeding- 
ly ſurprized, (though he knew that ca- 
price was one of the foibles which ſtrong- 
ly marked the knight) and not leſs 
concerned, as Miſs Trett was became 
very high in his eſteem, and as his ſon's 
happineſs depended ſo much upon his 
union with her. | 

„„ Wuar is to be done, fir ?” ſaid 
Charles haſtily, while his father was ru- 


C 3 ' minating 
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minating on the diſagreeable intelligence 
which had been communicated to him. 
Mx. Mitchell, who, by placing him- 
ſelf in his ſon's circumſtances, {and 
that is the only way to judge properly 
of the feelings of another) ſincerely 
ſympathized with him, adviſed him not 
to have recourſe to any violent meaſures 
in order to forward the completion of his 
wiſhes, as he might only by ſuch mea- 
ſures inſtigate Sir Timothy to hurry on 
his daughter's infelicityz but to wait 
with patience, and to try to bring about 
another revolution in his ſentiments fa- 
vourable to him, by the gentleſt means. 
„On Sir! (ſaid Charles, with great 
emotion) did you but know how much 
« J love, how much I fear, yon would 
© not talk to me of patience. — How 
„ can I bear the thoughts of my Lizzy's 
being condemned to the arms of a man 
<« to whom ſhe has expreſſed the ſtrongeſt 
dc averſion Even now, while I ſpcak, 
the dear innocent victim may be ſacri- 
$ aced !” CHARLES 
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CHARLEs then declared that he could 
not fit down quietly unden ſo ſevere a 
diſappointment, without making vigorous 
efforts to counterwork the deſigns of his 
rival. —Accordingly, he, the next morn- 
ing, in oppoſition to all the perſuaſions of 
his father, to which his worthy mother 
earneſtly added hers, (ſo powerfully did 
the marriage, which he dreaded, ſtrike 
his imagination) rode poſt to London. 

WHen Lizzy arrived at her father's 
houſe, he received her with all the marks 
of paternal affection; and after having 
expatiated on the ungenerous behaviour 
(infamous he called it) of Lady Trett, 
he told her how very much he had been 
obliged to Sir Thomas Delton, 

 L1zzy readily believing that Sir Tho- 
mas had ated a friendly part upon the 
occaſion, and had really rendered her fa- 
ther indebted to him by being ſervice- 
able, ſpoke very handſomely of him, atid 


allowed him all the merit which ſhe | 


thought he poſſeſſed. 


C4 WEIL, 
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„ WELL, come, now, Lizzy, you 
6© talk like a good girl, without pong 
« prejudiced againſt him.“ 

« I NEVER wanted to detract from ” 

« Thomas's merit, fir (replied ſhe) ; 
„ always looked upon him as a ami 
% man; but I never could bring myſelf 
* to look upon him in the light in 
* which you ſome time ago wiſhed me 
„ to behold him.“ 

«© As to the matter of that, child. ” 
ſaid Sir Timothy, I don't think you 
4 ſhewed your judgment, in taking ſuch 
5 an averſion to him for a huſband: but 
«© would have you endeavour to get 
the better of your diſlike to him; for, 
« as ſure as my name is Timothy, I 
6 intend that you ſhall be ——" 
Hz was then interrupted by the arri- 
val of Sir Thomas, who was very agree- 
' ably ſurpriſed to ſee Miſs Trett, being 
not a little apprehenſive that ſhe would 
have framed ſome plauſible excuſes for 
her non-compliance with her father's 

requeſt, Wren 
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Wu Sir Thomas had paid his com- 
pliments, and chatted for about half an 
hour on common things, Sir Timothy 
ſipped out of the room, and left him 
to make the beſt uſe of his time, in the 
character of a lover. | 

SIR Thomas, not at all ſorry to have a 
fair opportunity for the exertion of his 
perſuaſive powers, turned the converſ; - 
tion immediately to the point which he 
had moſt at heart, while poor Lizzy was 
ſeverely diſtreſſed by thinking of the laſt 
words which her father uttered ; words 
which, ſhe fondly hoped, ſhe never ſhould 
have heard again from his lips. 

Ox his firſt addreſs to her in the lan- 
guage which ſhe dreaded, feeling herſelf 
unable to keep her ſeat, ſite roſe and at- 
tempted to reach the door; but Sir Tho- 
mas gently preſſing her hand, intreated 
her with ſo much earneſtneſs, and in 
ſuch polite terms, to return to her chair, 
that ſhe could not, without abſolutely 
-quarrelliag with him, refuſe his requeſt, 


«Ir 
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c IT js with the utmoſt concern, 
ce madam, (ſaid Sir Thomas, when he 
© had led her to her chair) that I 
re perceive ſuch a reluctance in you to 
e give me the pleaſure of your com- 
« pany. What have I faid, Miſs 
<< Trett; what have I done to de- 
t ſerve ſo cold, fo forbidding a beha- 
«© yiour from you? I am not conſcious 
< of having ever given you any offence : 
< intentionally, I am ſure I never have 
« offended you; and ſhould, therefore, 
<< be very glad to know in what manner 
I have rendered myſelf, moſt unfortu- 
<< nately, ſo diſagreeable in your eyes; 
„ ſo extremely diſagreeable, that you 
< at this moment turn them from me, 
& as if the ſight of me was particularly 
= diſguſting to you.. . . 

Fix Dix that ſhe continued wich her 
eyes averted from him, and held up her 
handkerchief to them with one hand, as if 
the was weeping, he took hold of the 
oor, and dropping upon his. knee, beg- 

ged 


ov 


4 
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ged her in the moſt perſuaſive manner 
not to make him more miſerable than he 
was, by giving him room to ſuppoſe that 
he was the cauſe of her tears. Let 
« me conjure you, Miſs Trett,” added 
he, with an additional energy in his ac- 
cents, * to check the tide of your grief; 
« and to believe that I would not wil- 
« lingly, for the world, excite any diſ- 
« quieting ſenſations in your breaſt ; 
« and only to tell me why you are 
« ſo inflexibly prejudiced againſt me; 
«© why you are determined to make 
„ me wretched.” © 
<« I WANT not to make you wretched, 
4 fir (replied ſhe, deſiring him to riſe) ; 
« but if you will make yourſelf ſo by 
« expecting an impoſſibility from me 
« An impoſſibility, Miſs Trett !” 
« Yes, Sir Thomas; for inclination is 
cc not in our power: I have told you fo 
«© often that my heart is abſolutely en- 
e gaged, that I was in hopes you would 
have made no atttempts to render me 
2 8 :< unhappy. 


| 
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« unhappy ay a . of your ſolli- 
& citations,” 

« UNHAPPY, Madam!“ 

„ES, Sir Thomas; for as firmly as 
„ my heart is attached to another, the 
<< refuſal of a man to whoſe merit I am 
e not blind, though I cannot receive 
c him agreeably to his wiſhes, gives me 
% no ſmall uneaſineſs.— As my father's 
« friend, you will ever be the object of 
my eſteem; and I hope you will be 
ce ſatisfied with that declaration, and not 
< flatter. yourſelf that, by taking advan- 
«tage of a parent's deciſion in your. fa- 
„ vour, you will ſtand any chance for 
c mine. — Force, Sir Thomas, may join 
* hands together; but hearts are not 
<« to be united by compulſion.” 

HaAviNnG ſpoken the laſt words with a ſpi- 
rited tone, ſhe roſe haſtily and quitted the 
room, without being obſtructed by him; 
for he was ſo much ſtruck at the detet- 
mined coolneſs of her behaviour, that he 


was unable to follow her. For ſome 
moments 
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moments he remained in the attitude in 
which ſhe left him, and then broke out 
in the ſubſequent ſoliloquy— | 
How much to be pitied is the man 
& who is under the dominion of Love! 
«© To how many tormenting ſenſations is 
&« he liable, even when his paſſion is re- 
<« turned, from which the inſenſible are 
« exempt! But what words can de- 
<« ſcribe the feelings of him who loves 
„ fondly without being beloved again; 
« and while he doats, deſpairs“ ? 
( | He then deliberated whether he ſhould 
avail himſelf of Sir Timothy's promiſe to 
give his daughter to him, though againſt 
her will ; or to withdraw his addreſſes to 
a woman with whom he ſhould have no 
proſpect of conjugal felicity.— The con- 
fit between Reaſon and Love was vio- 
lent; the pangs which it occafioned were 
acute, At length, however, the impe- 
tuous paſſion overpowered its ſober an- 
agoniſt ; and he reſolved with all the 
turbulence of deſire to take poſſeſſion 
of her perſon, Just 


* 
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JosT when he had fo reſolved, Sir Ti- 
mothy entered the room. 

«© Hownow! how now!” ſaid he, ſeeing 
Sir Thomas fit with folded arms, and look- 
ing as if nothing ſublunary employed his 
thoughts. — Where's my daughter ? 
„ Where's. Lizzy?“ 

« SHE has not been here for ſome 
ec time, Sir Timothy; ſhe left me ſoon 
& after you quitted the room ; but left 
« me in à very hopeleſs ſituation with 
< regard to the poſſeſſion of her heart, 
„which ſeems to be immoveably at- 11 
“ tached to my rival.” | | 

«© PsHAw | pſhaw never mind what 
&« a piping girl ſays.—You know what 
I told you. — She is at your ſervice, 
| <« whenever you think proper to honour = 
<6 her with your hand.“ 

„% AND yet to marry her contrary to 

her inclination ”— 
Nax, nay, Sir Thomas, 10. you 
don't chuſe to take my girl, after 
12 * there's ſomebody ready, I'll war- _ 
I „ ana 
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& rant——Mitchell will be glad to have her.“ 

O NAME him—name him not: I 
cannot bear to think of his being ſo 
„ favoured by the only woman in the 
„ world on whom ha have placed my af- 
fections.“ 

„ WELL, well; —you have nothing to 
do but to marry her; ſhe is a tender- 
| © hearted girl, and may come to love 
« you when ſhe finds that ſhe can't get 
at the man ſhe wanted, — Only tell 
“ me, therefore, Sir Thomas, whether 
% you will have her or no; for I am quite 
& tired of your hums and your haws.” 

« Wuy then, Sir Timothy, I am 
ready to give my hand to your 
c«c daughter, 95 

% AND ſhe Hall give hers: to you, 
whether ſhe is ready or not: and 
. © there's an end of the matter.” 7 

Durins the above dialogue between dir | 
Timothy and Sir Thomas, which ended 
not much to the eredit of their under · 


og Lizzy was in all the agony of 
reflection, 
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reflection, conſidering how ſhe ſhould 
avoid the impending blow, without im- 
mediately declaring her diſobedience. 

WHEN a number of ſchemes had been 
rejected almoſt as ſoon as they were 
ſtarted, ſhe determined to write a few 
lines to her lover, to inform him of her 
diftreſsful condition. 


« To Mr. CHARLES MITCHELL. 


„ SIR, 


„M father having, to my no ſmalt 
55 amazement, declared his intention to 
* marry me to Sir Thomas, as I fully 
« imagined that after what paſſed at 
« Myrtle-grove he had given up alt. 
« thoughts of that gentleman for my 
«© huſband ; you will not, I hope, tax 
<< me with indelicacy, if I deſire, with 
ce your aſſiſtance, to throw myſelf under 
ce the protection of thoſe who have be- 
e haved to me with the flattering atten- 


"y tions w affectionate parents; and wilt 
nf | will, 


— — 
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« will, I doubt not, exert themſelves 
« with their uſual readineſs to ſave me 
« from the miſery with which I am 
c threatened by a well-meaning but 
c misjudging, from a capricious, but not 
<« naturally, a cruel father. It will give 
«© me great pleaſure to hear, by the 
c bearer, that you approve of my re- 
c queſt, The manner of proceeding, in 
ce caſe of your approbation, I leave to 
e yourſelf; and beg you to believe that I 
« am, and ſhall be to the laſt moment 
cc of my life, 


« Your faithful, unalterable friend, 


ELIz A TRETT.” 


: 
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\ In a ſhort time after ſhe diſpatched her 
letter by a ſervant, whom ſhe could ſafely 
truſt with it, her father acquainted her 
with his final reſolution, and bade her 
prepare, without delay, to become 2 0 
Delton, | 
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WIIIINS to try what reaſoning, what 
perſuaſion would do, before ſhe had re- 
courſe to meaſures to which ſhe was 
driven only by the peculiarity of her fitu- 
tion, and which could only by that ſitu- 
ation be juſtified, ſhe threw herſelf at her 


father's feet; and, in the moſt reſpectful 


ſtrain, firſt endeavoured to rectify his er- 
roneous opinions with regard to matri- 
monial happineſs, as he had laid a ſtrong 
emphaſis on the word Lady, evidently 
from a ſuppoſition that no woman with 
a title could poſſibly be unhappy. ; and 


64 


then intreated him, in the moſt ſupplicat- ( 


ing terms, to recall his ſevere reſolution, 
and to permit her, at leaſt, to remain 
unmarried. 

FINDING that all ſhe ſaid had no effect 
upon him, that he was ablolutely de- 
termined to ſacrifice her to a man to 
whom ſhe could not think of being 
united, ſhe concluded with a requeſt 
for two days; before the expiration of 
which ſhe > > gh to let him knew, 

Whether 


| 
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whether ſhe could bring herſelf to ſub- 
mit to the marriage which he, with a 
miſtaken zeal, ſo vehemently defended. 

Sis Timothy having granted that re- 
queſt, Lizzy thanked him dutifully, be- 
fore ſhe roſe from the floor, for his com- 
pliance with it; and then retired to her 
own apartment, where ſhe waited with 
great impatience for the return of the ſer- 
vant whom ſhe had diſpatched to Mr. 
Mitchell. 

CHARLEs, when he had read the 
contents of Lizzy's letter more han 
once, ruminated for a while upon them 
with the ſeriouſneſs which they demand- 
ed, He admired the delicacy with which 
ſhe communicated her wiſhes ; he pitied 
the diſtteſs in which they were delivered; 
and ſaw no impropriety in her deſire to 
be conveyed to the Grove; the propereſt 
place ſhe could have, in his opinion, 
fixed upon.——He, therefore, ſat down, 
as ſoon as he had digeſted a plan for the 
removal of her from a houſe wherein ſuch 


D 2 tyrannical 
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tyrannical proceedings were carrying on, 
and wrote the following anſwer: 


To Mis TRETr. 
66 My Deareſt Lizzy, .. 


« IT is with the utmoſt concern that 
« I find we are obliged to have recourſe- 
cc to clandeſtine proceedings, in order to 
« fruſtrate the deſigns of a miſtaken pa- 
rent, formed againſt our mutual hap- 
ce pineſs. You have expreſſed yourſelf 
&« with a delicacy upon the unpleaſing 
&« occaſion, which charms me; and I ap- 
« prove ſo much of your requeſt, that I 
<< ſhall be ready to wait on you, with a car- 
&« riage, as ſoon as it is light to-morrow 
% morning, at our common friend Mrs, 
« Jones's, who will, I am ſure, be very 
e glad to ſee you, and to ſee you under 
the protection of 


oy Your ſincereand ever faithful lover, 


CHARLES MITCHELL,” 


®.4. 


EMBARRASSMENTS. 3) 


Tux receipt of her lover's letter gave 
Lizzy a great deal of pleaſure; and ſhe 
kiſſed it with a fond wiſh, that the ſtep 
which ſhe was going to take might be at- 
tended with happy conſequences. 

Ar day- break ſhe roſe, and repaired 
to the place appointed by her lover. 

BEToRE ſhe went away ſhe left the 
following lines for her father: 


© HoNoOURED SIR, 

«IF you knew with what reluctance 
« I tear myſelf away from you, I am 
willing to believe that you would ra- 
<< ther pity my diſtreſs than blame my 
& conduct. — Indeed, fir, I would not 
© have acted in this manner, if you 
© had not forced me to diſobedience, 
* by making my obedience and my 
© happineſs incompatible.— I have the 
„ higheſt idea of filial duty; but I can- 
not bring myſelf to imagine that a 
child is under a neceſſity of conſenting 
eto lead a miſerable life merely to hu- 

| D 3 „„ mour, 
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© mour a parent's particular inclination. 
As Iamnotconſcious, fir, of having de- 
*© ſerved the behaviour which has prompt- 
ed me to leave you without your con- 
5 ſent, I am not aſhamed to inform you 
* that Myrtle-grove is the aſylum to 
10 which I fly. 


E. Takrr.“ 


Wren Sir Timothy came down in the 
morning at the uſual hour, and found 
the above letter upon the table, he ſtart- 
ed at the ſuperſcription, and could hard- 
ly believe himſelf awake.“ Hey dey | 
« (faid he) what's the joke of this? The 
ce girl's bewitched ſure, to write to me, 


„ when we are in the ſame houſe toge· 


« ther And he was ſo much ſtruck 
with the oddity of the thing, that he 
rang to know the meaning of it before 
he broke the ſeals. 

On the appearance of his way * 
vant, „ David, David, (ſaid he) here's a 
40 ſtrange affair! — here's a letter from 
5 my daughter! where is ſhe, David? 


is 
: 
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* SEVERAL miles off by this time, fir, 


T To, I believe,” replied David, with an ex- 


quiſite ſimplicity in his countenanze. 

«© How, David ! how! — What's that 
<« you fay ? — ſeveral miles off? —You 
„dream, David.” 

No, — fir; —1 don't, indeed; for 
4% Miſs told Thomas— ſo Thomas told 
„ me—when the went away early this 
© morning, that her letter * Wy tell 
«© you where the was gone.“ 
| « War then, Thamas is a rafcal for 
< letting her go, and ſhall ſoon troop 
b after her.—Send the dog here to me 
« this inſtant.” | 

Waite David quitted the room to 
pbey the orders which he had in a very 
paſſionate tone received, Sir Timothy, 
not once thinking of procuring informa- 
tion by opening his daughter's letter, 
ſtrided up and down the room with haſty 
ſteps, expreffive of his inward diſcom- 
pofure, and called himſelf a thouſand 
fools for having complied with her laſt 

8 D +4 requeſ!, 
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requeſt. I ſhould have married her di- 
e rectly, and then ſhe could not have bs 
6s play'd me this ſlippery trick.” 

Wren Thomas appeared, he flew at 
him, collared him, and aſked him, foam- 
ing with indignation, ** How he dared to 
$ wink at his daughter's running away, 

4 from him?“ | 

«* WINK, Sir!” ſaid Thomas, fright- 
ened at the impetuoſity of his beha- 
viour. 

« Ave, you dog! (replied Sir Timo- 
c thy)- wink at,—connive at her going 
off. You ſhould have ſtopped her: 
«you ſhould have told me of her mo- 
„ tions (continued he, ſhaking him) 
<« and not have took her letter from 
cc her.“ 1 

1 I--I did'nt th--i--ink, fir, that 
ce there was any ha--a--rm in taking 
c Miſs's letter, fir.” 

„ Harm, you puppy — there 
927 nu a d deal of harm in it; and 
60 vou ſhan't ſleep another night in this 

. 


” 
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c houſe. - Go ;—pack up your things; 
and then I'll pay you your wages, and 
< turn you into the ſtreet: — and harkee, 
& ſirrah don't think of coming to me 
c for a character; for I ſolemnly vow 


and proteſt that you ſhall have none 


« from me.” | 

Having thus vented his fury againſt 
the aſtoniſhed Thomas, who little expect- 
ed to have been ſo roughly treated, and 
ſo undeſervedly puniſhed, he continued 
to exclaim againſt his daughter's unduti- 
ful carriage, till his paſſion began to ſub- 

ſide. He then opened her letten; hut the 


opening of it only threw him into a freſh. | 


fit of rage, 
4 On the artful little devil (ale he)! 
I ſee the bottom of this: ſhe thinks to 


6 wheedle old Mitchell and his wife to 


% ſtand by her in oppoſition to her own 
father —a graceleſs girl !-—and to per- 


ä ſuade them to put it out of my power 
* to * her from having their ſon, 
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«© by making quick work of it. No 

4 bad trap, my dear; but I . I 

<< ſhall ſpoil your ſport this time.” 
Wren Sir Timothy had uttered the 


concluſion of his ſpeech with an ironical _ 
tone, he ordered his poſt-chaiſe to be im- 


mediately got ready. | 

JusT as he was going out of his par- 
lour, after having diſcharged his unof- 
fending ſervant, to. get into the chaiſe, Sir 
Thomas Delton made his appearance. 
„D fi rpg (ſaid he) here's the 
«« devil to pay] we are all unhorſed.” 

* WHar's the matter, Sir Timothy!“ 
replied he, with a ſurpriſed countenance. 

„ MATTER, fir ? why, matter enough, 


„ T think ; my daughter is gone off.” 


. « Gong off | Sir Timothy?“ 
„ Yes, gone off, Sir Thomas ; run 
oy away; becauſe ſhe, like a filly girl, 


e would not be your wife: but I am 


going after her as faſt as I can; 


| 66 Pl bring her back, I warrant you, 


„and 


x: 
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“ and make her lady Delton, in ſpite af 
„ her teeth.“ 

«© You know then whither ſhe is 
„gone? 

&« MES, yes ;-»[ know where the cun- 
« ning gipſy thinks to flip through my 
<< fingers. — Here, Sir Thomas! read 
«© this here letter; and then you will 
c ſee more into the affair.” 

Six Thomas, having read the letter, 
expreſſed much concern that her averſion 
to him had Been ſo firong a as to drive. her 
to take ſuch a raſh ſtepꝰ ; 

« AyE;'aye, raſh a in all con- 
& ſcience; but I'll ſerve her a better 
« trick when I lay hold of her again.“ 

« AND yet, Sir Timothy, I cannot help 


e owning that ſhe has acted fairly, by _ | 


6 eating you with the place of her 
retreat.“ | 

© FAIRLY, Sir Thomas; I don't ha 
* what you mean by that ; I think the 
„ has acted very unfairly; and will 


85 therefgre go as faſt as I cin to bring 
1 « her 
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c her back from her favourites. — Tis 
*© on your account as well as my own, 
<< that I am going to exert the authority 
« of a father; and ſo, Sir A Romy God 
bleſs you till I ſee you again,” 

Havins thus ſpoken, he hurried to the 
chaiſe, and left Sir Thomas almoſt as 
much ſurpriſed gat his behaviour, as he 
had been at the news which he had 


i 


La 


* heard. 


+, Wuen he arrived at the Grove, he 
was received, by, the ſervangs there as a 
perſon who was going to be allied to the 
family, and introduced with great reſpect 
to the parlour in which their maſter 
and miſtreſs were fitting. 4 

Ar the entrance of Sir Timothy, Mr. 
Mitchell roſe from his chair, and advanc- 
ing towards him, welcomed him with his 
uſual cordiality to his houſe again. | 
S xx Timothy. in return to his friendly 
ſalutation, only ſaid, Where's my 
« daughter, fir?” p 


®, Ma. 405 
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Ms. Mitchell, looking aſtoniſhed, re- 
plied, . Your daughter, Sir Timothy?” 
4 AE, fir, (anſwered Sir Timothy, 
« with a loud voice) my daughter! 
Isn't that good Engliſh? — You 
« needn't put on that there look of 
« amazement; for you know well 
0 enough that Lizzy, my daughter, is 
„ here; and therefore I deſire, fir, that 
8 you will let me fee her; for I don't 
“ underſtand what you aim at by en- 
« couraging a child to fly in her father's 
face, and to run away from him.” 
Mx. Mitchell, from Sir Timothy's laſt 
ſpeech, beginning to imagine that he had 
again changed his mind in favour of Sir 
Thomas, and had obliged his daughter 
to have recourſe to violent meaſures in order 
to ſave herſelf from a marriage which ſhe 
abhorred, endeavoured to pacify him in 
the moſt ſoothing terms; and aſſured him 
dat Miſs Trett had not been at his 
0 bhouſe ſince ſhe went to London, in obe- 
dience to the letter Which ſhe received 
from him. Nor 
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Not here, Sir? (replied he eagerly) —- 
<< are you ſure that ſhe is not at your 
<<. houſe ?—Obedient !=—yes, yes, ſhe has 
<©« been very obedient.” _ | 

Sm Timothy, Sir Timothy, for 
« G---d's ſake be compoſed ;—why 
c ſhould you ſuppoſe that your daughter 
% would come to us for protection?“ 

„ BECAUSE - ſhe gave it under her 

“ hand that ſhe was coming to this place: 
„here's her letter, read it, and then 
& you will find that I have ſome reaſon 
6 for what I ſay.” = 

Mx. Mitchell read the letter with nol 
ſmall concern to find Miſs Trett had been 
driven to take ſuch an imprudent ſtep ; - 
and with no ſmall ſurpriſe at her ĩimagin- 
ing that ſhe ſhould meet with protection 
at his houſe ; for as highly as he approv4 
ed of her for his ſon's wife, he diſapprov- 
ed as highly of a child's revelting againſt | 
a,parent,—except in ſome very particular 
ſituations. When he had returned the 
letter to Sir Timothy, and re-afſured him, 

; „ ee 
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chat he neither had ſeen his daughter, nor 
juſtified her conduct, he preſſed him to 
take ſome refreſhment; but Sir Timothy 
having declared, that he could have no 
eaſe till he found his daughter, again hur- 
ried away to his chaiſe, and bade his poſti- 
lion drive like a devil to London. 

Wx he was gone, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mitchell were very much puzzled to ac- 
count for the non- appearance of Miſs 
Trett, as ſhe had fixed upon them to pro- 
tect her from her father's reſentment ; but 
upon re-confidering her ſituation, thought 
ſhe had ated with prudence, to fingle out 
thofe for her protectors, of whom her fa- 
ther, "after the civilities which he had re- 
ceived from them, could not juſtiy en- 
tertain an unfavourable opinion; not with - 
out making proper allowances for Sir Ti- 


mothy's impetuous behaviour upon the 
occaſion. 1 


lx the midſt of their conjectures thay 
could not help wondermg, that they had 
heal no intelligence from their ſon, con- 


cerning 


cerning Miſs Trett's elopement, to whom 


they naturally ſuppoſed 'ſhe bad commu- 
nicated her deſign, and of whoſe afliſtance 
they as naturally ſuppoſed ſhe would 


_ avail herſelf. 


« CHARLES is certainly a worthy 
c young fellow, (ſaid Mr. Mitchell) and 


„ would ſcorn to take any advantage of 


ce a girl who had repoſed the greateſt con- 
« fidence in him, by putting herſelf en- 
< tirely in his power; but I ſhould, T 1 


„ own, think a daughter of mine guilty 


60 of a great indiſcretion, if ſhe — 


„ Miſs Trett's example.“ 


_ Beyore Mrs. Mitchell could return an 
anſwer to her huſband's obſervation. on 
Miſs Trett's elopement, a violent ringing 
at the outer door alarmed them beth; as it 
grew late. | 

Tx appearance * f Charles g gave crow 
pleaſure'; but they could not help won- 
dering to ſee him alone,-and to ſee him, on 
a nearer approach, with a countenance 
full of the utmoſt anxiety! and dejee- 
tion. | Ms. 
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. - Mrs, Mitchell having, from her ex- 
ceflive eagerneſs to enquire into the cauſe 
of his ſtrongly- marked diſquietude, ad- 
vanced firſt to the parlour-door, took him 
by the hand, and begged. him to tell her 
what he had done with Miſs Trett.— 
* Sir Timothy has been here, and went 
c away almoſt diſtracted, fully expecting 
„ to have found her here, as ſhe left a 
< letter with him, wherein ſhe informed 
& him, that ſhe was coming to your fa- 
«. ther and me for our protection. 55 
On! madam, replied Charles, I am 
in a condition not leſs diſtracted, and 
know not eh meaſures to take for * 
recovery. 7 

„ is Racovany; Charles ! (ad his fa- 
„ ther) your words want explanation; 
if ſhe placed herſelf under your care, 
how came you deprived of her?? 
Cnaxxxs, after having fetched a deep 
gh, nee in the 3 man- 
ner: 8 24 


„ II. | E 2 In 
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ee In conſequence of a letter from Miſs 
4 Trett, ſoliciting my aſſiſtance in con- 
< veying her to this place, that ſhe might, 
£ at the ſame time, avoid Sir Thomas 
„ Delton and ſkreen herſelf from her fa- 
c ther's. reſentment, I appointed a meet- 
5 ing at Mrs, Jones's, a common friend, 
« with which ſhe punQtually complied”; 
«© but when I came to her, agreeable to 
“% my appointment, I found her in ſo 
agitated a condition, that I did not 
c think it prudent to remove her. I 
te therefore diſmiſſed the carriage which 


„I had provided for the occafion, deſir- 


< ing the driver to hold himſelf in readi- 
„ neſs, as I hoped ſhe ſoon would be able 


45 to bear travelling; and waited with the 


<«<- utmoſt impatience for the arrival of 
that moment. Till this afternoon T 
e would not venture to bring her down; 
<<, though ſhe longed earneſtly to be with 


% you-w-We ſat out, and ſhould have 


60 _ here together ſome hours ago, if 


1 + 4. „we 
. 94 2 


bc 
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we had not been ſeparated by the very 


<< perſon whom: the moſt dreaded to ſee ; 
<< that is, her father, who, meeting us on 


<< ungefiteel, not to ſay, ſcurritons ters, 
for ſeducing his child from him; he 
<« pulled her out of the chaiſe, in à very 


* unaffectionate manner, almoſt terrified 


„out of her ſenſes; and when he had 
< placed her in his own, with a provok- 


Jag Inter upon Ris countenance; be 


«© me make myſelf quite eaſy about his 


che road, ſoon deprived me of the dear 
* girls for could I have ſaved ber from 
his arms by flight, I ſhould have been 
| guilty of an unjuſtiſtable action. Af- 


„ 


2 having upbraided me in the moſt 


«© daughter, as he ſhould certainly take 


<< care, when he arrived in town, to put 
C it out of my power to decoy her again 
from him. — With that mortifying 
<« ſpeech he left me, in a ſituation not to 
© be deſcribed.—Love, pity, and re- 


ſentment, by turns took poſſeſſion. of 
| Fo * boſom, and I remained for a while 


E 2 ; 4 upon 
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e upon the ſpot from which I ſaw the 
4 ſweet girl rudely torn away from me, 
: © in ſo agitated a ftate of mind, that I 
„ knew not how to diſpoſe of myſelf.— 
„ Thinking, at laſt, that I ſhould receive 
<< the beſt inſtructions how to act on ſo 
et trying an occaſion at this place, I 
. «© hurried to conſult you, my dear parents, 
determined to follow your advice.“ 


* 


by Tux Exp or THE FOURTH BOOK. 
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R. and Mrs. Mitchell were both 
affected by the account which their 
ſon gave of his diſappointment, though 
they were not ſorry that Miſs Trett had 
been hindered from coming to the Grove, 
in ſo diſadvantageous a light ; for as'much 
| as they had the happineſs of their Charles 
at heart, and as much as they approved 
of the object of his choice, they would 
on no terms have been thought by Sir 
Timothy to connive at their union with- 
out his conſent. | 
« I piTy your ſituation fneeredy, my 
c dear Charles (ſaid his humane father); 
<« but I cannot help blaming you a little, 
« at the ſame time, for complying with 
6. MIB Trett's requeſt, becauſe you cer- 
a #0 E 3 « tainly 
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_ 


ce "mw knew, that 7 2 facilitating "WS 
&. removal from her father's houſe, your 
« was taking a ſtep, ſetting aſide the un- 
cc juſtneſs of the action, rather to de- 
6 feat your deſi igns than to promote the 
« execution of them.“ 


On! fir (faid Charles eagerly), 


% how could I bear the thoughts of her 
« being married, againſt her will, to Sir 
* Thomas, without endeavouring to pre- 


3 the barbarous ſacrifice ?” 


„ Von intention was not to be con- 
s demned; Charles; it was rather lau- 


«+ dable in you to deſire to ſave her from 
an unbappy marriage; but the means 


e to which, you had recourſe for the pre- 
vention of it, are not to be defended. 
«A father has a right to marry his 
. daughter to the man in whoſe favour 
he is prepoſſeſſed. When you are a 
& father, you will think fo.” 1 


„ /Nyver, fir, never (replied Charles 


% haye 


Winn ——— think that 1 


EMBARRASSMENTS. 5 


c have a right to make the being, to 
* whoſe exiſtence I have been inſtrumen- 
<« tal, miſerable,” 
„ WELL, my dear Charles (ad! Mrs. 
& « Mitchell, with a complaiſant fmile), 
cc we will not now enter into a debate 
4 about parental authority; let us rather 
&« endeavour to repair the indiſcretions 


„ into which you have been hurried by: 
« a paſſion, for which great Sh i 


<«< are to be made.” 
„ Pax bo my warmth, kr {replied 
& Charles, ſoftened by his father's mild 


e behaviour). I am aſhamed of myſelf . _ 


„ for having deſerved your correction, 
« and melted by the kind allowance 


c which you make for 8 * cone | 


«a8? * 
M. Mitchell, — his ſon's hand 
with a fondneſs truly paternal, told him, 
that the goodneſs of his intentions made 
fufficient atonement for his deviatiquis 
from prudence, in the profecutior ofthis 


deſigns on 'Mifs Trett's account. He 
„„ 4 then 


®., 


= x 
* + 
„ 4-4 © 
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then perſuaded him to forget the diſagree- 


able occurrences of the day, upon his pil- 
low; but not without aſſuring him, that 
he would aſſiſt him as much as he was 
able, to renew a friendly correſpondence” 
with the enraged Sir Timothy. 

Mxs. Mitchell, being very much con- 
cerned at the event which had occaſioned 
ſo conſiderable a check to the hopes with 


which her ſon had flattered himſelf, with 


regard to his future happineſs with Miſs | 
Trett in the marriage-ſtate,,—lay awake 


the greateſt part of the night, and ſpent 


her ſleepleſs hours in thinking how Sir 
Timothy might be brought to forgive 
her Charles for the ſhare he had in his 
daughter” s elopement ; and by what. me- 
thods he might be difſuaded from forcing 
her into a connection which ſhe abhorred. 


Arx a very long family- conſultation 


the next morning, Mr. Mitchell, wiſh- 


ing to make his ſon as happy as he de- 


ſerved to be, propoſed to wait on Sir Ti- 
mothy himſelf, and to try, both by rea- 


— 


foning | 2 
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ſoning and rhetoric, to induce him not to- 
proceed to the full exertion of his paren- 
tal power, by diſplaying, in the moſt 
ſtriking colours, the fatal conſequences! , 
with which it would be probably . 
tend i; | 

Tx generous propoſal received Charles's 85 
entire approbation: Mr. Mitchell, there- 
fore, haſtened the preparations for his de- 
parture, and in a ſhort time after the. 
delivery of his orders, ſat out from che 
Grove, leaving Charles with his mother; 
not thinking that his appearance before 
Sir Timothy would be at all proper, till 
the overtures made towards a reconcili- 
ation had been favourably liſtened to. 
WIEN Mr. Mitchell arrived at Sir 
Timothy's, as he was not known by any 
of the ſervants, and as he imagined that 
the diſcovery of his name might produce 
a denial, he only told the porter who 


opened the door, that he wanted to ſpeak - 


with his maſter on particular buſineſs,” 


— 


7 
1 


N 
EX 
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and flipped a piece of maney into his 
Sim Timathy was fitting alone, leaning 
upon a table with his head between his 
hands, and ſeemed to be in a very me- 
lancholy condition; nor did the entrance 
af Mr. Mitchell make him alter his atti- 
tude, Who therefore concluded, that he 
had not heard the ſervant mention the ar- 
rival of a viſiter to him. 

- Hz was, however, in a ſhort time 2 
ed from that attitude; far as ſoon as Mr. 
Mitchell expreſſed his concern at ſeeing 
him ſo dejected, he ftarted up, and ſaid, 
in a paſſionate tone, How came you 
cc here, far? 1 don't deſire ta ſee your face. 
beg you. would leave me to my- 
<< + elf 72 3 | 

IAR too eh. Lad for you, | Sir | 
4 Timothy (replied Mr. Mitchell com- 
4 poſedly), ta leave you to yourſelf in this 
<< ſituation, till I have gndeavoured to 

2 N for my ſon's beha - 
200 | 6c viour, 
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« yiqur, and to perſuade you not to re, 
« ſent Miſs Trett's conduct in, ſuch * 
% manner as to render her future fe 
yn completely wretched,” 70 

5.4 SHE. will not be alive long (Gig 
dur Timothy, ſighing). But imme⸗ 
diately looking at Mr. Mitchell with an 
inflamed. countenance, added, „ Nou 
« ſon bas been the cauſe of all hat ihe 
60 ſuffers; and if ſhe dies, I ſhall lay her 
„death to his door—l ſhall, ſir, * | 
may depend upon it.“ 


... 66 BE calm, Sir Timatby,” 5 FP 15 
<6 Ca, far 2 hes ny child i is * 
=_ « tha. 3 


Lou ſhaek me by aging @, but L 
cc © hope" 

Horz, ſir N is no hope : {hg 
is in a raving feyer; and if ſhe dies, L 
<« ſhall be the moſt miſerable man in the 
world. —All this is owing to your, | 
© fon.—lf ſhe had never known him, 
7-06 Met never, would have been! in this Wake 

| —Poor. . 


wa... 
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„ —Poor Lizey! I ſhall certainly loſe 
ie her.” 

„ My ſon, to be ſure, Sir Timothy, 
„ did not act a prudent part in affiſting 
&« Miſs Trett to elope from you, though 
& ſhe diſcovered no imprudence in fix- 
& ing upon his relations for her pro- 
ce tectors from your reſentment, when 
e ſhe had determined to leave your 
cc houſe; but your daughter would, in 
« all human probability, have been 
«© thrown into a dangerous condition, if 
c“ ſhe had not eloped. The certainty of 
ce. being forced to give her hand to Sir 
& Thomas, would have been ſufficient to 
“ produce dangerous diſorders at once in 
&« her body and her mind. —Do not, 
« therefore, wrong poor Charles (who is ) 4 
ec already heavily, enough afflifted), ſo 

© much as to ſuppoſe him to be the ſole 

40 cauſe of your preſent uneaſineſs. — If © 

you will give yourſelf time to refle& 

66; , and coolly, you will have 


J » 66 more 


'® 
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more reaſon to blame your own unkind 
proceedings, I will not uſe an harſher 


„word, than his well-intended beha- 


66 yiOUr ; — and 
« Look ER here, Mr. Mitchell . | 


c rupted Sir Timothy), all this rimble- | 
«© ramble about your ſon and my daugh- 


cc ter does not ſignify three farthings.— 


« My daughter is in a high fever, and 


your ſon has been the cauſe of it; and 
C if you talk till doomſday you will never 


<< beat that belief out of my head.” 
BRTORE Mr. Mitchell could return an 


anſwer to the laſt ſpeech, a ſervant came 


— 


down from Lizzy's chamber. 


« On! fir (ſaid the maid, in tears, 


* and looking alſo very much frightened), 


„ Miſs raves ſo about Mr. Mitchell, that 


c ye can't tell what to do with her.“ 


* Tuzre now (ſaid Sir Timothy), 


didn't I tell you that your ſon was at 
ce the bottom of all this miſery Fe | 

— Wrrnovr ſtaying for a reply, he hur- 

|, Fed out of the room, and went 8 | 


_ maſter's paſſionate behaviour to her had, 


ning faid, I wiſh you would try, fir, 


. 9 
RY 
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as he could to his daughter's apart- 


WW mu Sir Timothy was haſtening up 
ſtairs, Mr. Mitchell queſtioned the maid 


very cloſely concerning Mils Trett's un- 


happy condition, who told him, that her 


ſhe believed, oocaſioned her fever; and 
that he had made it worſe by his fears 
about her recovery. My maſter, for, 
continued ſhe, is a ſtrange man, and 
« behaves as if he was out of his ſenſes; 


<« but, I hope, you will oy to make him 


| 420 more orderly.“ 


« InvzeD, child (ld Mr, Mitchell), 


c —4 am a very unfit perſon to talk with 


him while his daughter is in fo dan- 
- <<, gereus a way; for as he has charged 
<*<«my Jon with having been che cauſe of 
<< her preſent ſituation, all that I tan ſay 
80 will, 1 am afraid, r do wo hann 
0 than good. , 
Om the ringing of the bell, the maid 


2 | : cc Never- 


XN, 
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«< nevertheleſs,” left him th #elle& by 
himſelf on what he had ſeen and heard, 
and to conſider how to act in ſuch ank- 
ward, and very wo nt  Grcum- 
' ArTteR having indiana for ſome 
time without interruption, the chain of 
his thoughts was at laſt broken by the en- 
trance of Sir Thomas Delton, -  * 


As they were perfottally ſtrangers to, 
they felt no embarraſſing ſenſations at the 


ſight of, each other, but exchanged the 


compliments of politeneſs with as much 
eaſe as if they had been — che moſt 
friendly footing. 

"Fox ſome moments, - however, after 


their compliments were exchanged, as 


they were both affected by Miſs Trett's 
ſituation, they fat without opening their 
lips, but ſeemed attentive to every ſound 


from without, as if they wiſbed to be re- 


leaſed from their ſilent ſtate by the arrival 
PT mop above. e 


„el 
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SIR "Thomas, being firſt weary of ta- 
citurnity, ſaid to Mr. Mitchell, Well, 
«I ſuppoſe, fir, though I have not had 
ce the pleaſure of ſeeing you before, that 
« you are one of Sir Timothy's friends?” 
„I woULD be ſo, fir; but he is not in 
„ a. condition to hear reaſon at. pre- 
40 ſent.” 

«© How, fit ? — Is Sir Timothy too 
out of, his ſenſes: 
fo” „ By. his behaviour, fir, one would 
6 imagine that his en, were diſ- 
645 turbed.” } 

Mes r ſorry I am to hear you ſay 
« ſo, fir : — what miſery has poor Miſs 
Trett brought upon herſelf and her 
BE father, by flying from a man who 
40 would have made it the whole ſtudy 
« of his: life, to keep all kinds of unhap- 
* pineſs from her . 

r + what I know o Miſs Tous: 
« fir, (aid Mr. mortal I. am rather 
ce apt to believe that the miſery you have 
ec mentioned, has ariſen from her hav- 


12 1 | ing 
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, c ing been forced from the man to whom- 
6 ſhe fled for protection. 

« THAT man, fir, or I have been miſin-- 

formed, would have acted more. pru- 

„ dently, if he had not ſpirited up a 

7 daughter to difobedience.” — | 

As Mr. Mitchell could not deny. Ss 
aſſertion againſt his ſon, without making 

' Miſs Trett appear in an indelicate as 
well as in a diſobedient light, he only 

ſaid, but with a little warmth in his 

manner, That the father was, he 

<« thought, the moſt inexcuſable perſon 
upon the occaſion, as his, capricious 
« and tyrannical temper had driven his "2 
6 daughter to deſert him.“ N | 
Lou are then an advocate for Mr. ; 

% Mitchell?“ replied Sir Ln ps , 

warmly. — 95 

I AM an advocate, MY fig every 

« man who has been, I think, RW: 

. ouſly treated.” — 24 

e InjuziousLy ?—has not a father a2 

ce right to diſpoſe of his daughter in max- 

Vox. II. Ffͤ —- 
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<< riage to the man of whom he approves, 
*in preference to him whom ſhe likes i in 
&- ©" oppoſition to his inclination ?” | 
„ AF ATHER, fir, will always abuſe 
4e kis right when he not only ſhews a 
« defire to make her a wretched wife, 
c but threatens her with the ſevereſt 
<< marks of his anger if ſhe oy re- 
4 fradtory to his will.” — | 
e You don't talk like a father, fir?” 
J do more than talk like a father, 
« fir ;z——1 feel like one.—l don't pretend 
to juſtify Miſs Frett's elopement; but 
« F muſt confeſs that he whoſe unkind 
© hehaviour made her project it, is, in 
<« my opinion, ſtill leſs juſtifiable ; eſpe- 
«cially, after having twice conſented to 
% render her happy with the man of 
„her choice,” | 
'« You Gab to be very well acquaint- 
ed with the affairs of the family, ſir * . 


ſaid Sir Thomas, with a night ſneer up- 
on his . | 
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* FrosE words, fir, (replled Mr. 
„% Mitchell, riſing from his chair) were 
&© pronounced in ſuch a manner . to 
ce give me ſome room to imagine Fur in- 
c tended to affront me.“ 

&© You may take them in juſt what 
„ manner you pleafe, fir (ſaid Sir Tho- 
mas, riſing alſo) ; for I am quite ea 
e about the matter. | 
Bor I am not fo ealy, fir; and 
therefore I infill” — - hog! 9 5 

Lockr, at that inſtant, Sir Ti- 
J * tnothy, who having heard his two vi- ; 

ſitors in a high key as he came down 
ſtairs haſtened his ſteps, Entered the pas 

Jour. | 

RuxninG up to FE 6 Sir Tho- 
© mas, Mr, Mitchell, (ſaid he, ad 

e dreſſing himſelf to them alternately) 

„for G—d's ſake, gentlemen, our t put 

” yourſelves i into ſuch a fluſter. 

Six Thomas and Mr. Mitchell, as ſoon 
as they heard their reſpective names 2 
a by Sir Timothy, ſtared at ex 

F 2 other 


* 
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other with the utmoſt amazement ;- and 
when Sir Timothy cloſed his ſpeech, 


both looked as if they were ſorry for hav- 
ing carried on a dialogue together ſo mu- 


tually mortifying : but. Sir Timothy pre- 
vented them from expreſſing what they 
felt by words, by deſiring them to ſit. 


down and be friends. — Come, come, 


< ſhake hands; forget and forgive, — 
c There, — there; — I bear no malice 
„ myſelf to any body; and therefore. 
„ don't love to ſee prople Jo look as if 
7 they could eat each other.” — 

. SIR Timothy, having left his 8 
better than he found her, and having been 
aſſured by the phyſicians who attended 


her, that her fever was much abated, re- 


turned from her chamber in a humour 
very different from that in. which he went 
up to it. 7 

Mu. Mitchell, 8 though very 


well pleaſed to hear that Miſs Trett was 


in a fair way to recover, not chuſing to. 


6 & as a cypher in he room, as Sir Toms 9 


Mi 
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thy addreſſed himſelf chiefly to the ba- 
ronet, took his leave in a ſhort time: 
but not without telling Sir Timothy 
that he would wait on him the next 
morning, in hopes of having another bets 
vate converſation with him. | 
Wren Mr, Mitchell left'Sir Timothy, 
he went to a friend's, at whoſe houſe he 
was always a welcome gueſt, to acquaint 
him with his intentions about ſleeping 
there ; and before he retired to reſt, dif- 
patched letters to his wife and his ſon, 
containing a particular account of what 
he had met with at his viſit in Groſ- 
venor- ſtreet.—In thoſe letters he alſo in- 


formed them how he propoſed to act, in © 


order to convince Sir Timothy of the 
cruelty of his conduct, and fo bring him 
to give up his unreaſonable attachment 
to a man with whom his daughter could 
never be happy !—adding, in a poſtſcript 
to Charles, that he ſhould remain in 

town till he had either accommodated 
; * to his ſatisfaction, or was tho- 
85 F 3 | roughly 
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roughly perſuaded that they never could 
be ſo accommodated ; and that he would 
let him know every poſt the reſult of his 
proceedings. — 

Tux parting bow of Mr. Mitchell 
gave Sir Thomas no ſmall pleaſure ; for 
he began to fit rather uneaſy in the pre- 
ſence of a man before whom he could not 
with politeneſs, after what had occurred, 
touch upon à ſubject on which his 
thoughts were every moment employed. 

—dScizing, therefore, the inſtant of Mr, 
Mitchell's departure, he, with all the ea- 
gerneſs of an impaſſioned lover, poured 
out the joy of his heart at the proſpect 
of Miſs Trett's recovery from the doc- 


 tor'sfavourable declaration. You have 


««. reyived my ſpirits, Sir Timothy; and 
« ] fatter myſelf ſtill, that I ſhall, ere 
long, be able to fix a day, with your 
$6 approbation, for the nnn of my 
46 happineſs 
/ « As to fixing a day, Sir Themas, by 
K's 125 a poke 0 your wheel there; 


*. 
. 


& 
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c for poor Lizzy, if ſhe ever gets upon her 
ce legs again, won't be in a condition to 
e be married a good while: ſhe muſt go 
<« into the country firſt, and pick up be- 
c fore we can think of matrimony for 
„her: but, however, don't make,your- 
c ſelf uneaſy about her; for, as ſure as 
[| © my name is Timothy, the girl ſhall be 
« yours as ſoon as ſhe is recovered. 
Old Mitchell is come to town, in 2 
d- hurry to take his ſon's part, 
and to coax me into his favour again; 
<< but if he catches me at forgiving him 
„for kidnapping my child from me, ll 
< give him leave to ſet me down for 
<< the greateſt aſs in the kingdom.” 
SATISFIED with that ſpeech, Sir Tho- 
mas, after having deſired him to ſend up 
to know whether the ſymptoms in Miſs 
Trett's favour continued, and after hav- - 
ing received a meſſage from her attend- 
ants agreeable to his wie. took his 
leave. $7 #3: 
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Tux next morning Mr. Mitchell 

made another viſit to Sir Timothy, and 

_ " renewed the ſubject which had been in- 
terrupted the preceding day, by the ſer- - 
- vant from his daughter's apartment, and 
the revival of which was prevented by 
| the preſence of Sir Thomas. 

AFTER having expreſſed the ſincereſt 
pleaſure at hearing that Miſs Trett con- 
tinued mending, he gently endeavoured 
to perſuade him to be reconciled” to his 
ſon, and no longer to conſider him as the 
cauſe of his daughter's illneſs. You 
certainly (added he) have a regard for 

„ Miſs Trett, Sir Timothy; becauſe 
you was ſo much ſhocked at her dan- 
«© gerous ſituation,” — 

Ax, that I have, fir, (ſaid Sir Ti- 
4 mothy): and all I W is to ſee her 
& well ſettled before I die. % | 
 «« Dox'r you mean, (by A* ſettled) 
| “ happily ſettled, -Sir Timothy??? 
4h « To be ſure ; — to be ſure. What 

| & a queſtion is that for a man of ſenſe to 

be aſk, Mr. Mitchell. ANS 


— —: . — 7 
— — — 
* — Ä ud EO —— — 


EMBARRASSMENTS. 73 


* Aus do you think ſhe will be fo 
& with a man to whom ſhe had declar- 
« ed ſo ſtrong a diſlike, and from whom 
<< ſhe was prompted by that diſlike to fly, 
though conſcious at the ſame time of 
ce doing an action in which ſhe condemn- 
ed herſelf; and I firmly believe that no- 
thing but the dread of being married 


„ to Sir Thomas Delton could have 


* made her have recourſe to ſo violent 
e a proceeding ? — Do you think now 
„that ſhe can be happy with him?“ 

„Harry with him? — Why not ? 
« He is as good-natured and worthy a 
a a man as ever was born; and if ſhe 
. «© can't be 14 ir with him it will be 
c her own fault.” — 

« You won't allow then, that the 
5 beſt-natured and the worthieſt people, 


when united againſt their inclina- 2 4 


tions, may be very 1 to each | 
other, and mutually unhappy.” 
„ INcCLINATION is all nonſenſe and 
. Ruff, If I marry my daughter pru- 
is « dently, 
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& dently, ſhe will have no reaſon to 
« complain.” g 
4 Bur hy ſhould you chuſe to marry 
« her prudently againſt her will, when 
« you might marry her as prudently 
« with it?“ 
EI pow't know that; ! don't b 
& that — Mr. Mitchell.” — 
6 Your connections with my family, 
«+ Sir Timothy, would not, I believe, be 
« thought imprudent by the world.” 
« May be ſo may be ſo. —But 
xc there is no title in it.” 
„ T1TLE ! (replied Mr. Mitchell with 
cc ſome warmth, not being able to curb 
£ the emotion which ſo very weak a 
« ſpeech excited.) Is Sir Thomas, then, 
<< preferred to my ſon, merely becauſe he 
c has a title ?—lf this is your way of 
c thinking, Sir Timothy, the addreſſes 
c of a lord to your daughter, though his 
4 character was ever ſo infamous, would 8 
& be received with pleaſure,” 


Sin 
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Sm Timothy frankly, but very fool- 
iſhly, confeſſed that he ſhould be highly 
honoured by a lord's addrefles to his 
daughter ; and that he ſhould look upon 
himſelf as a filly puppy if he loſt a good 
opportunity to make her a lady of qua- 
lity. 

Ma. Mitchell, provoked at ſo naten: 
lous an anſwer, could not help telling 
him, that with ſuch abſurd notions he 
could not poſſibly have any real regard 
for his daughter. , 

be Yes, Fat I haye though ; (aid he, 
de with an eagerneſs which ſhewed that 
* he was violently chagrined by the in- 
« ſinuation againft his paternal affection); 
eyes, but I have though. No man ever 
< loved his girl more, nor wiſhed more 
*+* heartily to ſee her happy.” 1 

Mx. Mitchell, much diſſatisfied with 
an anſwer which militiated ſo ſtrongly _ 
againſt his behaviour, took no ſmall pains 
to prove the incongruity of his conduct; 
but received ſuch inconſiſtent replies ta 

-- ogy - all 
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- contemptible opinions, that he grew quite 


bility was equal to his folly ; and there- 
fore withdrew, aſſuring him, however, 


all that he ſaid to him, and diſbovered 
ſo obſtinate an adherence to the moſt 


weary of talking to a man whoſe inflexi- 


before he quitted the room, that if the 
marriage of his daughter with Sir Thomas 
ſhould be attended with any fatal conſe- 
quences, the world would certainly a- 
ſcribe them to his compulſive diſpoſition, 
Tux departure of Mr, Mitchell, tho' 
Sir Timothy begin to wiſh" for his ab- 
ſence, threw him into a profound reve- 
rie; and the few laſt words he had heard 
made a deeper impreſſion on his mind 
than all the foregoing had done. 
„% MITCHELL is right about the world. 

« If Lizzy ſhould prove unhappy when 
ſhe is Lady Delton, I ſhall have the 
% world upon my back; I ſhall be point- 
< ed at wherever I go, for an hard- 
<<: hearted father; and if the poor girl 
« ſhould die I ſhall be ready to hang 
< myſelf; 


EMBARRASSMENTS. 77 


« myſelf :—and yet I don't know how 
« to get off from my, promiſe to Sir 
« Thomas. — Tis true I gave encou- 
« ragement to Charles Mitchell firſt ; but 
t then I never promiſed abſolutely that 
& he ſhould have Lizzy :——however PTL 
cc do nothing raſhly : I'll ſtay and ſee how 
<« ſhe goes on before I determine one 
« way or the other. When ſhe is able 
cc to hold a converſation I'll make an- 
& other bold puſh to bring her to like 
. Sir Thomas for a huſband ; and if 
& ſhe perſiſts in liking Charles better, 
c why ſhe ſhall have him, and then ſhe'll. 
« be quiet; for I am quite tired of this 
& ſhilly ſhally work. As ſoon as the is 
ce well again matters ſhall be brought to 
< a concluſion ſome how.” ; 
Arx the cloſe of that ſoliloquy a card 
came from Sir Thomas, containing par- 
ticular enquiries after Miſs Trett's health, 
and very polite apologies for his not com- 
ing himſelf, being obliged to go out of 
town in a hurry. D 
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Sin Timothy, as he was not in a ſtate 
vf mind to talk with him, returned a ci- 
vil meſſage, and went up to Lizzy; not 
a little pleaſed that he ſhould have time 


. to conſider what was beſt to be done in 


an affair which occaſioned a great com- 
motion among his ideas. 2 
From that day Lizzy continued mend- 


ing in her health; but the uncertainty 


ſhe was in with regard to her future fate, 


as her father had from the beginning of 
her illneſs diſcovered the deepeſt concern 


for her ſufferings, and the moſt earneſt” 
wiſhes for her recovery, gave her ſo me- 
lancholy an air, that het father began to 


fear ſhe would not enjoy her uſual flow:. 


of ſpirits till ſhe was aſſured of his reſoly- 
ing not to force her into the arms of 
Sir Thomas. 1 

Wiko, therefore, to remove the 


anxiety which he himſelf felt, as well as 


to reſtore her to her accuſtomed chear-' 


fulneſs, he told her one morning, as he 


was ſitting by her, much affected by her 
Fa — languid | 


2 
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languid appearance, That he could not 
« bear to ſee her fo dejected; and that 
« he was determined to make her hap- 
„ py with 
„ Wir whom, fir?” cried Lizzy, 
with more emotion than ſhe had ſthewn a 
great while. 
Six Timothy, though he longed to 
perſuade her to bring herſelf to like Sir 
Thomas, being at the ſame time appre- 
henſive that a relapſe, occaſioned by his 
freſh recommendation of him might prove. 
fatal, replied, — after a ſhort pauſe : . 
With Mitchell.” N 
Tux inſtantaneous effect which thoſe 
two words had on the features of Miſs 
Trett is not to be deſcribed. — She ap- 
peared a new creature; and, falling up- 
on her knees before her fachet,, * ri 2 
new turn to h1s feelings. | | 
AFTER having implored his pardon. i in 
the moſt dutiful terms, for leaving him : 
in ſo diſobedient a manner, ſhe poured  *- 
oF 3 3 effuſions of her Heart. = 
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in ſuch animated. expreſſions, that® Sir 
Timothy was more touched than he had 
ever been before upon any occaſion. 

Hen looks, her attitude and her words 
united, affected him fo powerfully, that 


tears ſtarted from his eyes while he threw 


out his hands to raiſe her from the ground ; 


—and he, in broken accents hardly in- 


telligible, ſaid to her, Sit down, ſit 
« down, my dear Lizzy |! — This is too 


| ce much; — forgive you j— am ſatis- 


<« fied :—you ſhall be happy l“ 


| Durinxc the above ſcenes in Groſ- 
venor-ſtreet, others not leſs affecting to 
the parties concerned in them, were go” 


ing forward at Myrtle-grove. 
Ms. Mitchell, thoroughly irritated by 
Sir Timothy s behaviour in his laſt inter- 


view with him, and fully perſuaded that 
his attachment to Sir Thomas was not 


to be diſlodged by any thing which he 
could urge farther in his ſon's behalf, re- 


turned to that ſon extremely out of hu- 
mour, as well as very much concerned at 
the failure of his OE. N 


2 


— 
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; As he was not one of thoſe men 


| have | ſuch a command over their feat % tis 


that they can appear with ſmiling faces 
when their hearts are ready to burſt with 
vexation, the unuſual dejection in his 
countenance gave both Mrs. Mitchell 
and Charles uncaſy emotions, which they 
too were not. 3 enough to con- 


ceal. 
1 eh you, ſir, (and Charles) 


« whether your generous intentions have 


<< been attended with - ſucceſs ; your 
0 looks are ſufficient to convince me 
6 that they have been defeated ?“ Tx 
„ Sin Timothy is an obſtinate old 
«mule; Charles ; and I pity his daugh- 
<< ter heartily, for he will certainly ſa- 
« crifice her to his pride and perverſe- 
{© neſs - On my firſt viſit to him, Miſs 
% Trett was in à high fever and deli- 


« rious ; be then behaved like a mad- 
40 man, as I informed you in my letter. | 


When I went again to ſee him, her 


< had 
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fever was abated, ane, 
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fatal conſequences from it. He loft his 
appetite, he was unmoved by all the ef- 
fonts of: his affuctionate parents to fill his 
mind with chearful ideas, and appeated 
| little leſs animated than thoſe unhappy 
wretches who lie benumbed in an ineur- 
able ſtate of: melancholy m fs. Phe 
———— phyicizris were conſulted, 
ended e aus: 
= © 4 +» tions 
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1 e of had given a favourable account of 
1 „ her: he then talked ſo much like an 
it idiot that I ſhould be almoſt aſhamed 
1 to on him for à relation? 
1 Max. Mitchel} then entered into = mi- 
ll; nute detail of all that paſſed between him 
0 and Sir Timochy at the laſt vifit, which, 
Will by cutting, off all his hopes with regard to 
| 2 conjugal felicity, plunged him into a ve- 
WH | ry affefting defporidence.— He became 
1 every day more and more gleomy, and 
| there was, in a ſhort time, fo great a 
|'8 f change perceptible in his conftitution, 
WH that evety body about him pragnofticated 


* 
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tions proved efficacious Finding, there- 
fore, that they wrote to no purpoſe, they 
were ingenuous enough to confeſs, that 
new ſcenes, and a different air, might ef- 
fect what the whole materia medica * 

Mx. Mitchell being very much inelit 
ed to believe, that the removal of his ſon 
from the place where he received fo far 
tal a ſhock to his ſpirits, would be moſt 
likely to draw off his thoughts from the 
painful ſubject which engroſſed them, 
ptevailed on him, bat not without dif» 

\ Eulty, to make a little excurſion with him, 
to ſee an eee. 
ing county. 

Zoo after e enen Mr. Mor- 
babes, Mr. Miechell happening te afk 
his friend, ue lived at a new houſe 
which he had-obſctved about a mile frohn 
him, pleaſantly fituated, and büflt in 4 
good ſtyle was informed nnn ö 
ed to Sir Thomas Delton. 
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Ar the mention of Sir Thomas's name 
Charles fighed, and his father immediate- 


ly wiſhed that he could have recalled his 


queſtion; he was determined, however, 


to make no farther enquiries about the 
houſe; but he was, nevertheleſs, obliged 


to hear more intelligence both concerning 


that and its owner; for Mr. Mordaunt 
proceeded to expatiats on the baronet's 
agreeable qualities, and beſtowed not a 
few encomiums on his taſte in architec- 
ture, —** Sir Thomas, continued he, 
purchaſed this eſtate not long ago; he 
found an old building upon it, badly 
planned, and worſe executed ; he, there- 


fore, knocked it down, and ordered ano- 


ther to be erected on the ſame ſpot, which 
is juſt finiſhed ; and there is not a prettier 


piece of brick-work in the county. — He 


is making all the improvements he can 
think - of (and he has a clever head for 


things of this kind), becauſe he is going 


to be married. 


Joer 
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Jost when he had pronounced the word 
married, Sir Thomas Delton entered the 
room. 

Stk Thomas ſtarted at the ſight of Mr. 
Mitchell and his ſon, who were not leſs 
diſconcerted at his entrance. 

MR. Mocdaunt not knowing why lair 
meeting together at his houſe had occa- 
fioned ſuch emotions in HG: wondered 
at them all. | 

Ma. Mitchell and Sir Thinks behav- 
ed to each other with great politeneſs, 
but neither of them choſe to throw out” 
any hints which might lead to a ſubject 
on which both of them, however, 1 
the converſation would turn. | 

Mz. Mitchell longed to know ada: 
Sir Thomas was actually going to be 
married to Miſs Trett, or to another la- 
dy; anq ir Thomas was full as deſirous 
of -beinglanformed if his rival Charles had 
been reſtored. to Sir Timothy's favour, 
not having received an anſwer to a letter 
wherein he had acquainted him with the- - 


.G 3 _ concluſion, 
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concluſion of the aceparations which he 
had been making for his wedding-day. 
From their mutual deſire, therefore, ta 
have their curiofity gratified, and their 
mutual delicacy upon the occaſion, their 
perplexity was beyond deſcription. 
Six Thomas and Charles watched each 
other's features, with as cloſe an attention, 
as if they would penetrate the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of each other's heart. | 

Tux uneaſineſs which appeared in the 
countenance of Sir Thomas, at the fight 
of him, gave Charles' ſome reaſon to be- 
lieve, though he was almoſt afraid to truſt 
to his ſagacity as a phyſiognomiſt, that he 
was looked upon as a ſucceſsful rival: 
and the conſolation ariſing from that diſ- 

covery, diffuſed a gleam of ſatisfaftion' * 
over bis face, which made Sir Thomas's 85 
diſcontent more eonſpicuous. 

Bur the ſatisfaction of Charles was of 
2 ſhort duration; for as ſoon as Sir Tho- 
mas had taken. his leave, not long after 
his arrival, having received no comfort 
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in his viſit tab Mr. Mordaunt, his fathet 
aſked that gentleman to whom Sir Tho- 
mas was going to be married. 

« To Miſs Trett, fir, (replied Mr, 
« Mordaunt), the daughter of Sir Ti- 
«© mothy Trett, who is, I am told, a 
% very agreeable young lady, and of 2 
cc very amiable diſpoſition. —Sir Tho- 
&« mas only waits for an anſwer. from 
* London to fix the wedding-day, for 
< which he has been this laſt week mak- 
«© ing great preparations,” . 

CHanLEs, ſtunned by Mr, Mordaunt's 
intelligence, could not keep his ſeat ; he 
roſe, and left the room. 

Wren he was gone, Mr. Mitchell ace 
quainted his old. friend, under the ſeal of 
ſecreey, with his ſon's long attachment to 
Miſs Trett, and with the various - ſcenes 
which that attachment had produced. 
Mx. Mordaunt, who had only wiſhed 
his - neighbour to be happily married, 
without knowing any thing about the 
ws prior engagement, liſted up his 
2 G 4 hands 
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hands and eyes at the perverſeneſs of Sir 
Timothy, and could not help blaming 
Sir Thomas exceſſively, for chuſing to 
enter into a ſtate (in which mutual hap- 
pineſs could never be expected without re- 
eiprocal affection), with a woman ſtrong « 
ly prejudiced againſt him, and as ſtrong- 
ly prepoſſeſſed in favour of another. — 
“Sir Timothy, continued he, is a ty- 
** rannical old fool, and Sir Thomas 
& has not acted in the affair like a wiſe 
e man, — Good God! Mr. Mitchell, 
* would I go and bind myſelf for life to / 
* a woman, who had given the moſt 
„ convincing proofs of her averſion to 
% me ; an averſion not far from ab- 
„ ghorrence? — I can't ſay I have any 
«©. reliſh for matrimony ; but if any thing / 
© could tempt me to change my condi- - 
<« tion, it would be the certainty of be- 
ing loved, — not hated, mind me. 
© by the perſon who had taken my eye. 
| % have no notion of the common ſay- 
be: 0 1 Marry firſt, and love will come | 
cc alter 2 
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« afterwards ;” Tis a falſe maxim, in | 


« my opinion; and I am ſure every day's 
« experience contradicts it.“ 

The return of Charles into the room 
did not hinder Mr. Mordaunt from pro- 
ceeding with his reflections. on the con- 
duct of the knight and of the baronet, 
who had, both of them, he thought, be- 
haved very abſurdly.—“ As for Sir Ti- 
« mothy, I don't ſo much wonder at his 
ec behaviour, from the account which you 
« have given me of his odd temper and 
Night intellects; but l am both ſurpriſed 
« and ſorry to find. Sir Thomas, who is 
<« neither filly nor ill- natured, perſiſt in 
« deſiring to make a woman of merit mi- 
e ſerable, entirely to gratify his own 
“ paſſions. But, come, young gen- 
<« tleman, (continued he, addrefling 
« himſelf to Charles) don't be too 
% much caſt down, for ſomething, I'II 
lay any wager, has ruffled him, and 
Fe WE: at this time tis natural to ima- 
F x cc gine 
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« pine that he is not ſo ſure of his miſ- 
< treſs as he ſuppoſed he was.” 
CHARLEs, though he had drawn a lit- 
tle conſolation from his obſervance of Sir 
Thomas's features while he ftaid, had 
not courage to reckon upon the remarks 
which Mr. Mordaunt had alſo made up- 
on them.“ You are very obliging, Sir, 
<« (ſaid he) to endeavour to raiſe my ſpi- 
4 xits ; but I have been ſo often diſap- 
< W that I dare N way to 
< the flattery of hope.” | 
Tux next day Sir Thomas came to 
viſie Mr. Mordaunt, but took no ſmall 
pains to avoid another interview with the 
men by appearance of whom he had 
been ſo much embarraffed the day before, 
—with as much caution and circum- 
ſpection as if he was going to diſcover 
a treaſonable eorreſpondence— he defir- 
ed the ſervant who admitted him to in- 
Form his maſter that he wanted to ſpeak 


> a 


\ Aczes- 
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”* AGREEABLY to his wiſhes Mr. Mor- 
daunt immediately gave him an opportu- 
nity to unboſom himſelf. 

Tu gravity of Sir Thomas's counte- 
nance confirmed the obſervations which 
Mr. Mordaunt had imparted to the fon 
of his old friend; but he was deter- 
mined not to ſeem acquainted with the 
affair which had, he ſuppoſed, occaſion- 
ed the requeſt for a private conference 
with him, unleſs he was ſo. cloſely prefſ- 
ed that he could not handſomely get 
off; or unleſs he could be ſerviceable to 
his friends by diſcovering. what he knew. . 
about the rivalſhip between the two 
lover s. 

Wurn the cuſtomary civilities on 
both ſides were over, Sir Thomas 
aſked Mr. Mordaunt whether the gentle- 
men, whom he had ſeen with him the 
day before, were occaſional viſiters in a 
ceremonious way, or came to remain at 
his houſe upon an intimate footing. 


* 
Av 
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As thoſequeſtions were not in the leaſt r 
perplexing, Mr. Mordaunt readily repli- 
ed, that Mr. Mitchell was the oldeſt 
friend he had in the world; that he had 
a very great regard both for him and his 
fon; and that he ſhould think himſelf 
happy in being able to prevail on them 
to ſtay ſome time with him. 
SIR Thomas, though he came on pur- 
| poſe to know if Charles had heard any 
news concerning Miſs Trett, chuſing 
rather to make Mr. Mordaunt give him 
an opening to explain the cauſe of his 
early viſit, than to declare it abruptly, 
proceeded in the following manner : 
« I 8vpPosE then, fir, that your friend 
4 queſtionedyou a little about me, when 
J had taken my leave, as he ſeemed / 
be ſurpriſed at my appearance in 


922 


arlour. 201 


<< equally ſurpriſed to ſee you, not know-- 
< ing that we had any acquaintance with 
< each other,” Tux 
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THAT anſwer being an equiyocal, tho? 
at the ſame time a direct one, gave no 
ſatisfaction to Sir Thomas, who felt him- 
ſelf, therefore, in an aukward ſituation: 
but the ſtrength of his curioſity im- 
pelled him to depart from his firſt de- 
ſign, and to come to the point without 
circumlocution.— He accordingly aſked 
Mr. Mordaunt in plain terms, Whether 
Mr, Mitchell had faid any thing about 
their meeting together at Sir Timothy 
Trett's ? 

So home a queſtion left Mr. Mordaunt 
no room to miſtake the cauſe of Sir Tho- 
mas's particular viſit to him; but being 
determined to make him ſpeak ſtill more 
plainly, he only replied, + Mr, Mitchell, 
« Sir Thomas, has informed me that he met 
te you once at Sir Timothy's, and that he 
ec converſed with you a good while with- 
« out knowing you: he has alſo informed 
« me that if he had known you, he ſhould 
„ have 195 to you in a en 
„ manner.” R 

« You | 


« ſay impoſſible, Sir Thomas, to avoid 
e entering upon a ſubject which ſo much 


„% Thomas, that I could approve of the 
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aa You mean, fir, (ſaid Sir Thomas) 


6 if he had ſuſpected me of being the 
<< rival of his ſon, favoured: by the * 


of his miſtreſs.” _ 
cc IP 00 e I find, I. . 


„ engages your attention, and on which 


you Expect me to enlarge: not to keep 


%% vou -any longer in ſuſpence, then, by 
Cc evaſive anſwers, I will freely confeſs that 


« Mr. Mitchell has with a full reliance on 


« friendſhip, acquainted me with all 


_< the. tranſactions relating to his foft's 


6. attachment to Miſs Trett. I wiſh, Sir 


< ſhare which you have had in thoſe 
46 tranſactions. By taking the adyan- 


„ tage of a fooliſh. father's ridicalous 


„ foible, in order ta make his daughter 
% miſerable for life, as you have regeivet! 


& the. moſt ſtriking proofs of het/ invin- 


__ -$: cible averſion to you, your good fenfe 
. oed nature will hots bar very 


Kos _—_—— 1 


1 b 4. Dias 


« 
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6e much diſputed. Excuſe me, Sir 
e Thomas, for ſpeaking fo frankly to 
* you, —T was not willing to enter upon 
ac A topic on which I was affured that 
© my ſentiments would prove unwel- 
„ come; but you have driven me into a 
« plain dealer in _ 11 all 8 fub- 
< terfuges.” 

« WERE I to take the Aa of 
4 your behaviour, fir, on this occaſion, 


<- amiſs, (faid Sir Thomas) my under- 


t ſtanding might be - juſtly impeached, a 
„ 25 J provoked you to diſcloſe your | 


« ſentiments on mine, which you would 
« not have, perhaps, unprovoked, difco- 
4 vered. I have no right therefore, fir, 
« to be offended at your freedom; but 1 


« am ſincerely ſorry that I have ere 4 


« your difapprobation.” 
41 Dis APPROBA TION, Sir Thomas? who 
in his ſenſes, with a grain of humanĩty i in 
« his compoſition, can approve of a man's 

& forcing a ein to de married to him, in | 

hoe eyes be is an object ef abhor- 
Ene v. « FORCING 


— 


Nin 
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„ FoRCiNG, Mr, Mordaunt?“ — 

« Ax, Sir Thomas, forcing,,—As you 
«6 have found means to prevail on Sir 
«6 Timothy to give his daughter to you 
« againft her own conſent, you force 
<< her to be married to you. She never 
< can be united to you but by com- 
« pullion ; ; and what is the difference 
between compulſion and force?“ 

«< Bur Iam paſſionately fond of Miſs 
„ Trett, and cannot bring myſelf to re- 
« linquiſh my pretenſions to her. —Af- 
c ter our union, I may, perhaps, by a 
* perpetual ſtudy to make myſelf: agree» 
<« able to her, conquer the ponies 
40 which ſhe has entertained againſt me.“ 
| 6 An, Sir Thomas, don't indulge ſo 
| « wild a ſuppoſition. The man who is 
cc not beloved by her on whom he has 
5 ſettled his affections before * 
« will never be fo afterwardds. 
*. I] AM afraid, Sir, that the 200 
c much truth in your laſt aſſertion ; but 


6 1 cannot W begging the favour. of 
Iv you 8 


” 
— - 


EMBARRASSMENTS. 97 
you, nevertheleſs, to inform me if 
„you think that young Mitchell has 
* lately heard any encouraging intel- 
ce er relating f Miſs Trett, — 

ed an anf&er to the 

= have, I imagin= 

ediate one, I be- 

five that Sir Ti- 
« mothy has: = anged his mind. 

« I An he has, Sir Thomas: —t 
« ſpeak freely; I ſcorn. tgwftatter you or 
« any man, With regat#, however, to 
«- your requeſt, concerning my young 
« friend, I can only tell yeu that he is 

« very unhappy, and conſequently- in 4 
< ſtate of uncertainty about «his mif- 
<<. trefſs.” — 

« AD I am ance: Kb ty 3: becauſe 
J. am in a ſtate of equal uncertainty ? * 
4 oF will, however, detain 1 
1 longer from your friends. i ' 

8m Themas then wiſſied Mr. Mor: 
daunt a goed morning; but could not 
leave the room till he had drawn a pro- 
Volt. II. H mie 
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miſe from that gentleman, to let him know 
if Mr. Mitehell received any diſpatehes 
while he ſtaid at his houſe of an animating 
nature. | $2 8 
Duxins the above-mentioned conver- 
ſation, the following Ulllogue paſſed be- 
tween Mr. Mitchell and Charles. 
CHARL WF . 
« Wrar would T gl > to know the 
« cauſe of Sir Thomas's particular viſit 
„ this morning! — Perhaps he is come 
<« to acquaint Mr. Mordaunt with his 
te having received a ſatisfactory anſwer - 
« from Sir Timothy, and that his mar- 
<« riage. with my dear Lizzy is to be 
& finiſhed in a few days.” 
Mr. MircRHEIIL. 
„ On, perhaps he is come to aſk our 


friend whether -you have not received a 


0 ſatisfactory one from the ſame quar- 
<< ter ; for I obſerved him from my win- 
* dow, as he approached the houſe, and ſaw 
<< the moſt certain marks of diſcontent in 


„ his countenance. I will, therefore, my 
Mita ©. - | ee dear 


dear Charles, venture to aſſure you, 
that Sir Thomas is not eaſier in his 
« mind than you are; — You ſigh, 
„ Charles; and you ſhake your head, as 
« if you thought that I talk in this man- 
ner to you merely to make you more 
«© chearful, and to induce you to expect 
oh happier days ; but'I am really of opi- 
nion, from the appearance of Sir Tho- 
“ mas's features, that he is afraid of your 
«« proving a ſucceſsful rival.“ 
| CHARLES, | 118 

The kindneſs with which you en- 
« deavour to give me conſolation, fir, 
„ under the diſquiet which oppreſſes my 
„ ſpirits, demands my very grateful ac- 
« knowledgments ; but I cannot extract 
% any comfort from the remarks which 
« you have made on the face of Sir Tho- 
© mas. — Oh, fir —I am at this mo- 
< ment tortured with impatience to hear 
cc the reſult of the converſation between 
Sir Thomas and Mr. Mordaunt. 


= 9 


H 2 Mz. 
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| Mr. MrtcnsLL. 
6 T am, I own, impatient too, Charles ; 
'& becauſe I fee you in ſo anxious a ſtate 
of mind, and becauſe I flatter myſelf 
c that the reſult of that converſation will 
e contribute to the removal of it.” 
Wurd Mr. Mordaunt came into the 
breakfaſt - parlour, in which his friends 
were impatiently waiting for him, they 
both looked at him as if they would have 
looked him through, ſo eager were they 
to diſcover, if poffible, by his features 
what had paſſed between him and the ba- 
ronet. As ſoon as had related it, Mr. 
Mitchell, turning to his ſon, ſaid, Did 
„I not tell you, Charles, that Sir Tho- 
it mas was very uneaſy about Miſs Trett ? 
it I am now more inclined than I was be- 
<« fore to believe that Sir T'imothy's 
« lence gives him the greateſt uneaſi- 
© neſs ; und thut he reds a diſappoint- 
mas, which will be the more ſevere, 
G6 as he has for ſome time, I dare fay; 
any © looked 


* 
- 
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< looked upon his marriage with Miſs 
6 Trett as a certain event.“ 

CHARLES was extremely loth to receive 
conſolation from his father's conjectures ; 
but as Mr. Mordaunt ſecanded them, he 
began. once more to indulge the plealing 
ſuggeſtions of hope. 

THe arrival of a letter the next morn- 
ing, from Mrs. Mitchell, haſtened the de- 
parture of her huſband and her ſon from 


an houſe at which they had met with the 


moſt hoſpitable reception, and their ge- 
\nerous friend's belt wiſhes ſounded ſweetly 
in their cars when. they took leave of 
him, 
Mus. Mitchell having only intreated 
her huſband to return with all conve- 
nient expedition, as his preſence was 
wanted on a particular occaſion, neither 
he nor. Charles could divine the motives - 
by which the was urged to make ſo rer 
markable a requeſt : during their journey 
homewards, however, they amuſed them 
* with gueſſing 1 55 

6 3 * Bur. 


off” 
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« But found no end, in wand'ring mazes loſt!” 


MR. Mitchell was, ſeveral times, in- 
duced to think that his eldeſt ſon was 
come from his travels, or George om 
his voyage; and that his wife had a mind 
to ſurpriſe them agreeably on their arri- 


val at the Grove: but as the laſt letters 


from them gave him no reaſon to imagine 
that they ſhould ſo ſoon return to En- 
gland, he abandoned thoſe pleaſing ex- 


pectations. | 
Ms. Mitchell, as ſoon as ſhe heard/ 


the Chaiſe wheeling round the ſweep. be- 


fore the houſe, went out to welcome thoſe 
whoſe abſence ſhe had much regretted ; 


though ſhe, on her ſon's account, had ſaid 


not a little to forward a temporary remog 
val from the ſpot on which he had re- 
ceived ſuch a blow to his ſpirits. The 
deſire to ſee her huſband would have been 


b ſufficient. to occaſion her appproach to 
him before he alighted ; but ſhe was alſo 


n by the ems to whiſper'a few 
words 


31 ys wp was ow %E 


_— 
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words to him, after he had quitted his 


carriage. 

SHE, accordingly, having expreſſed the 
greateſt pleaſure at ſeeing him ſo well 
again, and made a very affectionate ſpeech 
to Charles, took him aſide, and acquaint- 
ed him with her reaſons for not writing 
more explicitly to him, with which he 


was thoroughly ſatisfied, and followed her 


with more felicity of heart than he ex- 
pected to have felt. 

IT was not long before Charles was ful- 
ly informed of the cauſe of his mother's 
prefling epiſtle, without a verbal expla- 
tion of it from her. 

O his entrance into the parlour, after 
his father, he was ftruck at the ſight of 
Sir Timothy. | 

Sir Timothy advancing to Mr. Mitchell, 


with a ſmile on his countenance, made 


many apologies for his behaviour to him 
in London, and diſconcerted him almoft 
as much with his penitential expreſſions, 


as he had before provoked him by his 


44 rough 
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rough deportment. I know very well, 
„ Mr. Mitchell, (continued he) that 
my behaviour has not been quite the 
* thing: I know it; — I know it, — 
„ I ſee now that I have been in the 
« wrong box; but I hope I ſhall now 
s ſet all to rights again: tis neyer too 
late to mend, Mr. Mitchell.“ 
Tak, turning to Charles, he thus 
\ | proceeded : 
Ap as for you, fir, tho' 1 confeſs , 
« that I have uſed you ſcurvily enough, 
„ I ſhall make no palaver about aſking 
« your pardon : I'll leave my girl to ba- 
&« lance accompts for me with you.” 
CHARLES, tranſported with the change 
- in Sir Timothy's behaviour, was very pro- 
fuſe of his acknowledgments to him for 
baving made him ſo happy, and enquired 


with the utmoſt eagerneſs after Miſs 


Trett s health, 
+ SHE fhall tell you how ſhe does her- 
_ <%felf,” ſaid Sir Timothy, and immedi- 
ately apened the door which ſeparated the 
two parloufrs. 3 
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Mas. Mitchell at that inſtant appeared, 
and came forward with Lizzy in her 


hand. 


«© Your father, my dear Charles. 


 (faid ſhe) gave you no ſmall pleaſure 
« ſome days ago by introducing you 
&« to this young lady; and I ſhall not, I 


<«-dare ſay, give you leſs by this ſecond 


6 introduction.” 
CHARLES, though he checked his 


tranſports before his own parents, and 
before the father of his miſtreſs, could not 


help advancing briſkly to his Lizzy, (ſuch 


a turn had her preſence occaſioned to his 


ſpirits) and complimenting her on look- 
ing ſo well after ſo ſevere an illneſs. 


“ AYE, aye (ſaid Sir Timothy) ! the 


C girl begins to prick up her looks again; 


« but I am more obliged to you, young 


« entleman, than to all the doctors 


« I can tell you that, with all their 


4 ſ{cribbling.” — 
Mz. Mitchell perceiving that Mig 


Trett coloured very much, and appeared 2x, 
confuſec 


j 
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confuſed at her father's freedom of ſpeech, 
moſt humanely endeavoured to give her 
time to recover herſelf, by engaging Sir 
Timothy in a converfation at the other 
end of the room ; leaving her to his 
wife and ſon, whoſe attentions gave her 
inexpreſſible ſatisfaction. 

Mx. Mitchell and Sir Timothy be- 
ing once more upon very friendly terms, 
the two lovers had every thing to hope 
from the amicable ſcene before them, 
and began to flatter themſelves again 
that their mutual affection and mutual 


conſtancy would be rewarded. 


TRE Exp or THE FIFTH BOOK. 


BOOK 
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BOOK TRE SIXTH. 


HARLES, in conſequence of a 
letter from Mr. Plumtree, was 
obliged, a few days after the reconcilia- 
tion between Sir Timothy and his father, 
to leave the Grove; but he left it in a 
-contented frame of mind (though he 
would have been more pleaſed to have 
ſtaid there till the indiſſoluble knot was 
tied), as he had no room to expect an- 
other revolution fatal to his wiſhes :!>— 
for Sir Timothy ſeemed to be more and 
more conſcious every hour of the abſurdity 
of his paſt conduct, and to be thorough- 
ly convinced that he egregiouſly miſtook 
the means for the promotion of his daugh- 
ter's conjugal happineſs, while he per- 
ſiſted in diiving her to become Lady 


- Delton. Tur 
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Tur morning after Charles's depar- 
ture Mr. Mitchell, when he had carried 
Sir Timothy over his grounds, and in- 
formed him of the methods which he had 
taken to render his land at once ornamen- 
tal and uſeful, told him that he would en- 
tertain him with an uncommon picture 
of domeſtic felicity in rural life, if he 
would favour him with his company to a 
tenant's of his in the farming way, within 
half a mile. 

Six Timothy, not an — man, 
though not poſſeſſed of domeſtic feelings, 
like thoſe which tenderly agitated the 
breaſt of Mr. Mitchell, readily complied 


with his requeſt, and they proceeded to 


farmer Harrow's. 
Si Timothy having ſtopped a little 
Before he came to the farm, to look 


about him as he had done ſeveral times 


during the walk, (being ſo genuine a 
Cockney as to be attracted by numberleſs 
objects which are totally unnoticed by 
thoſe to whoſe eyes they have been fami- 
liarized 
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liarized by the frequent views of them), 
Mr. Mitchell, perceiving Mrs. Harrow 
coming towards him, and clapping her 

hands together as if ſhe had ſaid, Vou 
<< are the very gentleman I wiſhed to 
<« ſee,” advanced towards her with much 
curioſity to know what had occaſioned 
ſuch emotions in her at the fight of 
As Sir Timothy was ſtaring round 
him out of their hearing, Mrs. Harrow, 
without deſiring Mr. Mitchell to walk into 
the houſe, told him why ſhe appeared ſo 
particularly glad to fee him juſt then. 
„% You muſt know, fir, (ſaid ſhe) chat 1 
c was coming to you, at the defire of a 
& lady who came this morning to beg 
© me to let her ſpeak a few words to 
$ you at my houſe: ſhe faid ſhe had 
«© heard that I was one of your tenants z 
and therefore wiſhed I would contrive 
c to bring you to her: and fo, fir, I was 
coming to tell you what the lady told 
466 me. . | 
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Ms. Mitchell could not imagine what 
a lady, who had projected an interview 
with him in ſo myſterious a manner, 
wanted to ſay; but his curioſity urged 


| him to accelerate his ſteps towards the 


room in which ſhe waited for him. 

Tux attention of Mrs. Harrow being 
called off by the falling of her youngeſt 
child, who could but juſt go alone, but 


| who would not perhaps, have fallen, if 


an unſeen ſtone had not thrown him 
down, ſhe only informed Mr. Mitchell, 
as ſhe knew that he was very well ac-. 
quainted with every corner in the 2 | 
in what room ſhe had left the lady: the 
firſt ſcene therefore, between them key 
opened rather aukwardl y. eſpecially on 
the lady's | 

Ma. M Boe, when he entered the | 
room, obſerving a female dreſſed in the 
faſhion indeed, but in a ſtile ſhabbily- gen- 
teel, and as if ſhe was extremely ſtraitened 


in her circumſtances, concluded that ſne 


had employed Mrs. Harrow to introduce 


= 
her * 
* > * 
- * . O 5 
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her to him (being aſhamed to make her 
appearance at the Grove) that ſhe might 
extract ſomething from his purſe by a me- 
lancholy detail of her misfortunes in life. 
He therefore accoſted her with great po- 
liteneſs, but with a reſerved manner, 
fully determined not to prove a benefac- 
tor to her, till he was fully ſatisfied 
that ſhe was really an object worthy of 
his beneficence. Frequent miſtakes in 
eſtimating the merit of thoſe who had 
ſollicited his bounty, having made him 
cautious in the diſtribution of it. 

Tu lady, not knowing Mr. Mitchell 
perſonally, was under ſome embarraſſ- 
ment, as ſhe was afraid of diſcovering 
Herſelf to a wrong perſon ; and there- 
fore, after having made her curtſey, fat 
ſilent, impatiently expecting Mrs. Har- 
row that her doubts might be removed; 
with regard to his identity, 

I have been told, madam,“ (ſaid Mr. 
«© Mitchell, after a long pauſe) that you 
„ wanted to ſpeak with me?“ | 

SW 5 « THERE 
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« THERE is a gentleman in this 
* neighbourhood, (replied ſhe, faintly 


_«ſmiling) with whom I ſhould be very 
es glad to have a little converſation ; but 
„ Mrs. Harrow is not yet returned. from 


6 his houſe to inform me whether he 
&< will favour me with his company.“ 

„Vo may then freely, Madam, (re- 
« plied Mr. Mitchell) unboſom yourſelf 
« tome; for I am the perſon to whom 
&« Mrs. Harrow was going, at your de- 
« fire :I met her: my name is Mit- 


„ chell, TTY ap 


& you have to fay to me. 
« My appearance, fir, (ſaid the kn 


c ger) will, I am afraid, rather Pepe 
<6 dice you againſt me.“ | 


« Pray. don't mention your appear- 


<< ſerving -'a ſomething in her manner 
<« which indicated the woman of edu- 
cation); you were not always, I plain- 


ly fee, in this condition. The _ þ 
* tunate are- entitled to compaſſion ;. 
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« if you are undeſervedly ſo, I ſhall, 
«© with the greateſt pleaſure, contribute 
to reſtore you to the ſphere of life in 

« which you formerly moved.“ 

«© ' Your politeneſs and humanity, fir, 
<< (replied ſhe) call up the bluſhes of 
“ ſhame in my guilty cheeks, and make 
„ the ſtings of ſelf-reproach doubly 
« painful.— I have, indeed, moved in 
<«« a very different ſphere ; and the con- 
e ſciouſneſs of having merited, throꝰ my 
« own folly, the diſtreſſes with which I 
am at preſent ſurrounded, embitters 
every reflection on the advantages 
« which I once enjoyed. NA! Ball, how- 
<«< ever, not be troubleſome to any body 
cc a great while in this world, I believe, 
« (continued ſhe, heavily ſighing); for I 
« amdaily waſting under a diſorder which 
90 4 will ſoon bring me to the grave.“ 

ou reflections, madam, are too 
« gloomy (ſaid Mrs. Mitchell): health 
< and fortune may, perhaps, both ane 
« on you in. 


Vox. II. I 6d Navin, 


— — — — -——— 
———— ” 
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* Neve, never, ſir! (ſaid ſhe, with 
„ a mournful earneſtneſs); but I will 
* no longer abuſe your kindneſs in com- 
ing to me, by keeping you unacquaiat- 
ed with the fource of my misfor- 
% tunes. 

My name is Trett. — 
„ TxeTT, madam? (ſaid Mrs. Mit- 
© chell, haſtily)-—Not ſurely the wife of 


* Sir Timothy Trett ?” 


« TRE very ſame, fir: the very un- 
ac deſerving wife of that gentleman, 
<< whoſe: generous compliance with all 
<< my freaks of extravagance, and whoſe 
«© good-natured condeſcenſion upon ma- 
„ny occaſions, on which he made 
„ himfelf appear in a ridiculous light, 
<« merited another behaviour from me: 
but I have ſmarted ſeverely for all my 
< fooliſh, all my criminal actions; and 
« with only now to fall at his feet, and 
„ implore his forgiveneſs.” 

A SHOWER of tears, then, 3 


Lady Trett from going on, during the 


flow 
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How of which Mr. Mitchelt's eyes were 
* much affected that he could nat fee 
her figure, for ſome time, with any dit- 
tinctneſs. 
Wurx ſhe was compoſed enough to 
articulate again, ſhe thus went on : 


Tux ſtrong propenſity, fir, which I 


ever had to keep what is generally call- 
ed the beſt company in town, laid a 
foundation for all the misfortunes with 
c which I have been afflicted. Very 
« diſtantly related, on my mother's five, 


to a noble family, I was early taugh: . 


« by that mother, from her miſtaken no- 
tions with regard to conſequenee, to 
<< aſſume airs only allowable in thaſe ho 

“ thine in the firſt ranks: of life; but 
quite inſupportable in thoſe wha have 
E nat the ſmalleſt pretenſions ta them. 
„As my mather's fortune was very in- 
<« ſufficient to ſupport the figure which 
* the world, ſne weakly thought, re- 
5. quired: from her, ſhe deſcended to the 


< moſt contemꝑtihle meanneſs at home, 


* I 2 a 


—— — — 
. — — —ñ—ñůꝓ res 
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« in order to make a frippery appearance 

abroad. With ſuch an education, you 

may imagine, I turned my thoughts to- 
« wards making my fortune by marriage; 

4 and I was lucky enough to ſtrike Sir 

Timothy at a city ball.— paſs over 


4 my behaviour to him as a wife, while 


& lived with him, becauſe I cannot 
„ ſuppoſe that you are ignorant of it; 


& viſit at Myrtl ve, fir, I gave ſuch 
<< a looſe to my paſſion for play, that J 


very ſoon loſt all the money with 


«© which I had been furniſhed by his ge- 
<« nerolity for my pleaſurable expences. 
Lord T—, to whom I was the moft 
<) leeply indebted, and who had for a 
«/ g time taken infinite pains to un- 
dermine my virtue, prevailed on me 
<< at laſt, by a freſh application of his 
<« inſinuating arts, to elope with him, 
* and occupy apartments which he 

| & had 


n 


9 
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„ had provided for me. Not caring, 
% however, to truſt entirely to the being 
« ſublifted by a man who, as he was fo 
6 ſtrongly attached to the gaming: table, 
might by a run of ill luck be totally 


c unable to allow me enough for the 


<<- payment of my neceſſary expences, I 
«© was determined to carry all the little 
things of value in my poſſeſſion, to be 
<< diſpoſed of to the beſt advantage, if ne- 
ce ceſũty ſhould drive me to raiſe mo- 
* ney from the ſale of them. — While 


*I] was in that manner ſcheming againſt 


** the approach of want, my evil genius 
% prompted me to double my ſecurity 
« againſt it, by plundering the places in 
« which Sir Timothy kept his caſh, 


„ notes, and other papers of conſe- 


« quence. _ 

« For ſome time after my elopement, 
the flattering attentions of Lord 1—, 
and his unwearied aſſiduities to make 
my life agreeable, prevented me from 


A refleting on the crimes of which I had 


12 „ been 
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e been guilty : but I ſoon was forced to 
« ſee the ſollr, the baſeneſs of my con- 
duct in the moſt glaring colours; and 
% was ſoon convinced of truths which 
ce had never made a proper impreffion 
« upon me beſore, that they who devi- 
ce ate from the paths of virtue can never 
« be happy; and that the ſlighteſt de- 
« viations from thoſe paths cannot be 
ade with ſafety 

A SUDDEN cvolneſs in his lordſhip's 
Behaviour alarmed me: there was alſo a 
e ſudden ceflation of his preſents, which 
left me no room to doubt the cauſe of 


* both. His viſits were leſs frequent: 


« he came but ſeldom, and always ſeemed 


e emburraſſed. — I urged him to open 


« his heart 9 but I could not ing 
& duce him with all my perſuaſions to 
& diſcover the ſource of his uneaſineſs. 


„Fd myſelf unable to ſubſiſt 


* any longer on his fordſhip's former li- 
«: erality, I went one morning to my 


5 * cabinet in which all the caſh and 


0 2 5 
| * 6 
2 h no: 
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notes "which I had taken from Sir Ti- 
„ mothy, together with my own jewels, 


& were depoſited. Fo my extreme aſto- 
<< niſhment every drawer had been rifled : 
© — | ſtood for fome moments almoſt 
6 ſtupified, not knowing how long they 
4 had been removed, nor whom to ſuſ- 
„ pect of having removed them. 

„ HavixG rifen that morning earlier 
« than uſual, I had opened my cabinet 
<< before my fervant came to attend me: 
therefore, when 1 had recovered the 
4c ſhock a little, the ſeverity of which 


« was conſiderably increafed by the up- 


© braidings of my own conſcience, I rang 
<« the bell with no ſmall violence, in order 
<c to enquire if ſhe could in any way ac- 
count for the robbery which had been 
4 committed. 

« Wren L had pulled the bell ſeveral 
< times to no purpoſe, the maid of the 
« houſe came up, and aſked what 1 
wanted? 3 


14 « I WAN 
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I wanT Lucy, (ſaid I haſtily, and 
Cin a very peeviſnh tone). | 

<« I HAVEN'T ſeen her to-day, Madam, 
c (replied the innocent girl, looking 
« affrighted. at my impetuoſity); but, if 
«© you pleaſe, I will go and call her. 

«© Do, child, do, (ſaid I) and tell her to 
«© come down directly. 

0 TRE girl returned in a few mo- 
* ments; and, to my great ſurpriſe, in- 
« formed me, that neither Lucy nor any 
« of her things was to be found in her 
cc room. 

« UnanLe to believe what I had 
<< heard, I flew up into her garret; and 


e there the ſcene preſented to my eyes, 
moſt diſagreeably confirmed the intel- 


cc ligence which had aſtoniſhed my ears. 
cc Nothing belonging to my ſervant 


40 appeared in it, nor were any ſigns to 
be diſcovered of her having ſlept 
there the preceding evening. 


„% WEN I was ſomewhat compoſed, 
41 ſent a note to Lord T— ;. but the 
by < meſſenger 


cc 


cc 
cc 
| cc 
60 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 
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meſſenger brought it back, (as bs 45 
orders not to leave it if my Lord was 
not at home) and doubled my diſ- 
treſs, by telling me that his Lordſhip 
was on the road to Holy- head, in or- 


der to embark for Ireland. 


« STUNNED with that intelligence, 
I was utterly at a loſs to know how 
to at; what to do; whither to 
g0, — My mother, who would have 
compaſſionated my ſufferings, though I 
had deſerved them, was dead ; all my 
acquaintance had given me up as an 
abandoned woman ; and I had not a 
week's ſubſiſtence in my pocket. 


„ PARTLY to vent the ſorrow of my 


cc 
cc 
cc 
(e 
cc 
cc 


cc 


heart, and partly to procure ſome re- 
lief to it, I ſent for Mrs. Benſon, the 
miſtreſs of the houſe ; and, after having 
acquainted her with my very diſagree- 
able diſcoveries, defired her to tell me 
what meaſures were the propereſt, in 


her opinion, to be taken on ſo _unex- | 


8 66 << pected, 
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** peed, and ſo unfortunate an oc- 
* caſion. 

* UNFORTUNATE, madam, to be ſure 
& (ſaid Mrs. Benſon) it certainly is; 
«* but I can't ſay tis unexpected: for the 
<« laſt time my lord was here he was ve- 
„ ry ſweet upon Mrs. Lucy when he 
«© went away; and ſaid to her, Don't 


* forget, Lucy- No, no my Lord (re- 


"<< plied ſhe); I ſhall be ready. Now, 
% madam, tis as clear to me as the ſun 
is at noon-day, that an; 7 are E £9090 off 
= ener.” 

„ Mus. Benſon's reply ſharpened the 
« anguiſh of my diſappointment, by con- 
% firming my ſuſpicions with regard to 
« the increaſing coldneſs in his lord- 
27 ſhip's behaviour to me; though I 
c blamed myſelf at the time for enter- 
e taining them. I was agitated beyond 
< expreſſion, and bewailed my hopeleſs 


4 condition in terms which would have 


* melted any perſon of my own- ſcx with 
*< the leaſt” tenderneſs of diſpoſition, to 
„ pity; 


PI) 


! 


ſ 
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« pity; but Mrs. Benſon heard all my 
4 exclamations with a ftoical compo- 
« ſure; and when I, wearied with the 
„ repetition of them, ſaid to her, What 
«. muſt I do, Mrs. Benſon ? ſhe cogol- 
ly replied, You muſt, in the farſt place, 
© madam, pay me the rent you owe me, 
<« and then leave my houſe; for I Will 
have no poor kept miſtrefles in it. 

„ In ſhort, ſir.—for I am afraid I 
ce tire your patience,.— I was obliged to 
e diſpoſe of the greateſt part of my ward- 
robe to ſatisfy Mrs. Benſon's demands. 
„% With the little caſh which remained 
J was determined to hide myſelf from 
«© the world in an obſcure retreat, in 
« which I might linger out the remain- 
« der of my life, far from the reach of: 

c temptation : but neither health nor 
peace I could expect to enjoy any 
«where; for my lord had ruined the 
former, and my on reflections ex- 
ce cluded the latter from my mind. F 
6 Choſe to retire to a {mall but very de- 

„cent 
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& cent cottage in this neighbourhood ; 
cc becauſe. the honeſt owners of it had 
« formerly received kindneſſes from me, 
& and were ever deſirous of ſhewing their 
4 .gratitude. I have hitherto been able, 
66 by the moſt rigid ceconomy to prevent 
“ myſelf from being a burthen to them; 
tc but I am now reduced to my laſt ſhil- 
& ling, and to compleat my-wretched- 
ce neſs, in the laſt ſtage of a diſorder, every 
c, pang ariſing from which is a ſevere re- 
«proach to me for having deſerved it. 
I ͤ did not know, when I came down 
C to this part of the country, that you 
« were the father of the gentleman who 
« made his addreſſes to Miſs Trett; but 
<< as I have been ſince acquainted with 
cc all the tranſactions between you and 
„ Sir Timothy, and have been told that 

« he is now at your houſe, I beg leave 

4 to throw myſelf under your protection 3 

6 and to intreat you to recommend me 
to him as a ſincere penitent.—If 1 

46 Yr" but be permitted to aſk his for- | 
60 n 
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&« giveneſs upon my knees, I ſhall look 
<< upon that permiſſion as a particular 
„ indulgence; and if I obtain his pardon 
60 for all my criminal TY I ſhall 
e die contented. “ 
Mz. Mitchell, very much affected 
by Lady Trett's affecting narrative, 
and ftruck with the emphatical manner 
in which ſhe concluded it, ſaid to her, 
« You have ſtrongly excited my com- 
< paſſion, madam, by the relation of your 
e ſufferings; and as I firmly believe that 
© your penitence is ſincere, I will, you 
may be aſſured, exert all my oratory to 
«« perſuade Sir Timothy to receive you 
« as you note wiſh to be received, as a 
c repentant wife, thoroughly ſenſible of 
de the errors which ſhe has committed, 
e and fully determined to make -future 
“ atonement for her paſt conduct. Sir 
Timothy, madam, is not, I imagine, 
<« far off; for I left him amuſing him(f 
c with the proſpects around him; and 
9 : will, with your permiſſion, prepare 
_ | 4 him 


— 
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« him for a fight ſufficient to raiſe the 
„ moſt humane ſenſations in his breaſt,” 

Having obtained her conſent, be went 
in fearch of Sir Timothy, whom. be faund 
goffipping with a pack of ruſtics in a 
neighbouring field, and affording. great 
mirth to them by the abſurdity of his 
remarks ; which mirth, by a ſelf-decep- 
tion, not confined to men of weak intel- 
lects, he enjoyed, as he thought it rather 
a compliment to his ſagacity, than an af- 
front to his underſtanding. | 

- AT'the approach of his friend, sir Ti- 
2 ſtarted, and cried, Odfo! Mr. 
„ Mitchel}, I have been waiting for you 
« a devilidh while: what have you been 
* doing with yourſelf?” 
{9% A worn with you, Sir Timothy, ( ſaid 
« Mr. Mitchell, taking him afide) thefe 
e fellows are not e for 

« you.” | 
FTuxr are ſhrewd dags, for all that, 
% Sir: — they have made a great * 
% wo . obſervations. | 

| 500 « WL, 


4 
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* WELL, {replied Mr. Mitchell,) we 

e won't enter into the goodneſs of their 
„ heads now; I have ſomething to ſay 
<« to you of more conſequence than all 
that 00 have heard fince I left 
<< you,” 

Huy hey! how is that? How is 
<« that ?” 

12 n we get into the houſe TI 
<« tell you.” : 

Trey ſoon arrived at the houſe. 
Mr. Mitchell, then, deſiring Sic Timothy | 
to walk into a room oppoſite to that which 
Lady Trett occupied, addreſſed him in che 
following manner: 

« As I do not PETS Sir R 
<« that there is a more well-meaning man 
in the world than yourſelf 

4 No, that there isn't, fir ; —and 1 

„ wiſh to make every body happy !-—L 
. would have made my wife ſo; but He 
thought proper to abuſe my good na- 
. ture, and to fancy that ſhe ſhould be 
© happier with ſomebody elſe.. 
uſa „ 
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c Ir Lady Trett thought ſo when 
de ſhe went away from you, Sir Timo- 
„thy, ſhe wh in a very different ſtate of 
% mind now.“ 

How ſhould you know any thing 
about the ſtate of her Ladyſhip's mind 
ec now, Mr. Mitchell? — You have no 
connections with her, I preſume ?” 8 

«© Mort than you are aware of, Sir 
Timothy.“ | 

« HEY! hey! this is all riddle-me, 
<< riddle-me-ree.—T'm all . the dark; 
4 don't comprehend you.“ 

« I wiLL ſoon, then, make every thing 
cc quite clear to you, Sir Timothy.“ 
He accordingly informed him of his 
meeting with Lady Trett ; and, after 
having repeated what ſhe had related 
to him, concluded with theſe words: 
And now, Sir Timothy, I hope you 
« will condeſcend to grant Lady Trett's 
* earneſt requeſt, and forget the offend- 
e ing, in the penitent wife.——She has 
80 _—_y paid for the violation of her 

marriage 


EMBARRASSMENTS. 129 


c marriage-yow, and for her infringe- 
<« ment of the laws of juſtice.— Her 
e ſufferings have been ſevere, both in 
<« body and mind: to reſtore ber to 
« health, as her conſtitution is broken, 
&« will, I doubt, be impoſſible; but it is 
&« in your power to. make her mind eaſy 
& while ſhe lives, which cannot, I think, 
de long. Her contrition ſeems to be 
« unfeigned ; and I, therefore, cannot 
help intreating you to ſtifle all the re- 
« ſentment of the huſband.” — '; | 
„ RESENTMENT | (cried Sir Timo- 
“ thy) *Tis all over: I forget all that's 
c paſt; I forgive it —You have mov'd 
“ me ftrangely, Mr. Mitchell :-— where 
« is my unhappy wife Carry me to 
e her directly: the ſhall find that I am, 
« with all my faults, a Chriſtian !” ? 
Mx. Mitchell, not a little pleaſed with 
the concluſion of Sir Timothy's ſpeech, 
which evinced the goodneſs of his heart, 
infofmed him that Lady Trett was in the 
room oppoſite to tbemn. 
Vor. H. = K Sm 
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8m Timothy, without mkaing any 


_ anſwer to that information, advanced haſ-' 
tily towards the door; but Mr. Mitchell 


ſtopped him before he reached it, and de- 


fired him to ſtay a few moments till he 


had prepared Lady Trett for the ſight of 
him, leſt his ſudden 1 might be 
too affecting. 

' Lapy Trett, as . as Sir Timochy 
entered the room, approached him with a 
timid countenance, and throwing herſelf 
on her knees before him, acknowledged 


her unworthineſs in ſuch humiliating ex- 


preſſions, diſcovered ſo much contrition 
for what ſhe had done, and implored his 


forgiveneſs in ſuch pathetic terms, that 


he looked in the greateſt agitation.— His 
lips quivered ; but he could not imme- 
diately utter a fyllable. | 
' 'Tvxnixc afide to Mr. Mitchell, Kb 
leaning his head againſt his ſhoulder, his 
firſt words were: I can't ſtand it: I 


c&c canẽt ſtand it. Iwas never ſo ak; in 


© wy life; never! 1* 5 
KG | of 3 1 4e Wor'r 
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* Wow'T: you forgive me, then?“ ſaid 
Lady Trett, faintly, 

„ FoROIVE you, madam ? (replied he, 
< quitting his melancholy attitude, and 
< raiſing her from the ground); Aye, 
e that I do! that I do from my heart! 
He then, led her to her chair, and de- 
fired her to make herſelf eaſy on his ac- 
count, as he ſhould do every thing in his 
power to render the remainder of her * 
comfortable. | 
„ "THERE is no more comfort for me, 


c Sir Timothy, in this world! (ſaid ſhe, 


6 fighing) with a broken conſtitution and 
% a guilty conſcience, what comſort 
„ can I expect But your forgiveneſs, 
„ js, notwithſtanding, an inexpreſſible 
<«. conſolation to me] and I ſhall employ 
de the little time I have to live in trying 
*©'to merit the reward promiſed. to the 
0 penitent in a future ſtate.” - - 
Lb Trett having aſked after Mis 
Trett, and wiſhed her all the happineſs 
which ſhe could herſelf deſire with a man 


1 
__ 
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of Mr. Mitchell's uncommon merit, thus 
proceeded. I will no longer trouble 
«© you with my company, Sir Timothy: 
your pardon has cheared my drooping 
< ſpirits ; and I already feel my afflictions 


“ lightened by it.” —** To you, Sir, 


„ (continued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to 


% Mr. Mitchell) I am under obligations 
„ which can never be repaid.” 
„I wiLL wait on you, madam, to 


« your lodgings (ſaid Sir Timothy, tak- | 


ing her hand) and take care that you 


4 ſhall want none of the conveniencies 


„„ of life.“ 


„Excusk me, Sir Timothy, for op- 
e poſing you upon this occaſion, (ſaid 


„ Mr. Mitchell); but I muſt make an 


objection to your going with Lady 


©. Trett to her lodging..— The wife of 


«© my friend, now his deſerving wife, 


„ ought not to be any longer ſeparated 


« from him: Mrs. Mitchell will, I am 


e ſure, be very glad to ſee her ladyſhip 
* at the Grove,” A 


5 


. 
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 Lapy Trett politely expreſſed her ac- 
knowledgments to Mr. Mitchell for his 
kind offer to remove her from her obſcure 
retreat; but begged leave to decline it, 
as ſhe choſe to end her days in the moſt 
private retirement, 

Mx. Mitchell, however, with Sir Ti- 
mothy's aſſiſtance, over- ruled her ſcru- 
ples with regard to her re- appearance in 
the world; and ſhe, at laſt, conſented to 
give up her own peculiarity of thinking 
to their united perſuaſions. 

As Lady Trett was not in a condition 
to walk to the Grove, Mr. Mitchell diſ- 
patched one of Benſon's boys to order 
the chariot. 

As young Benſon could not tell why 
the chariot was ſo ſuddenly ordered, 
Mrs. Mitchell was afraid that ſome acci- 
dent had happened to her huſband, and 
Miſs Trett was not leſs alarmed about 
her father; but as the boy ſal, on be- 
ing cloſely queſtioned by thei t thoſe 
gentlemen ſcemed to be both very well, 

K 3 their 
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their . ſubſided : their fears ſubſided, 
but their curioſity was extremely os. 
and they waited. with much impatience for 
the return of the carriage. 
Wix they were ſo waiting Mr, 
Mitchell arrived, having left Sir Ti- 
mothy employing himſelf in a manner 
which redounded to his honour, 

„Ms. Mitchell and Miſs Trett were 


a a little ſurpriſed at the intelligence 


Which they received: they ſincerely com- 
paſſionated her Jadyſhip's ſituation, and 
as ſincerely. applauded, the generoſity as 
well as juſtneſs of Sir Timothy's beha- 
viour to her. 

WHILE they were alternately expreſſing 
their pity. and their approbation, the 
chariot returned. 

Lap Trett, on her firſt introduction 
to Mrs. Mitchell, ſeemed a little confuſ- 
ed; but the delicacy with which that 
lady received her, very ſoon reſtored her 
preſence of mind; and ſhe then, by the 
e of her whole demeanor, not- 

withſtanding 


— 
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withſtanding her perſonal diſadvantages 
ariſing from cauſes which have been already 
taken notice of, appeared in an advanta- 
geous lighjt. 2 8875 — 
Wren Miſs Trett A vis Iv 
look of exquiſite complacency to pay her 5 
congratulations, ſhe burſt into tears. 
4 Oh, Miſs Trett! (ſaid ſhe) I am 
«© aſhamed to ſee ou: — I bluſh at the 
0 recollection of the many contemptible 
< arts I practiſed to make your life dif- 
<« agreeable; but I rely on the natural 
“ goodneſs of your diſpoſition to pardon 
a behaviour, of which I have moſt ſin- 
c cerely repented, and which, you 
<6 be aſſured, I ſhall never repeat.” ::- 
' Lizzy's reply was in the higheſt d 
gree polite and humane; but it deepen- 
ed the bluſhes in her mother's cheeks. 
DvuxrinG the : above-mentioned” tranf- 
actions at Myrtle-grove, Charles ws. 
concerned in ſcenes of a very different 
nature in London: ſcenes on Which 
he n as he would have dane on 
- K 4 "oe thoſe 
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thoſe in a tragi- comedy, with pleaſure 
and with pain. His pleaſurable ſenſa- 
tions aroſe from his having aſſiſted at 
the marriage of his friend Sutton with 
Miſs Lawſon. | 
* SUTTON, it has been ſaid, barviad out 
of Mr. Lawſon's houſe, thoroughly piqued 
at the behavour of his miſtreſs, and pret- 
ty ſtrongly perſuaded that the coxcomb 
whom he had bullied at the coffee-houſe 
was a formidable rival. 
CHARLES, having found him on his 
arrival in high ſpirits, could not help 
concluding that matters had been ac- 
commodated between him and Miſs Law- 
ſon to their mutual ſatisfaction ; and re- 
ceived the following anſwer to his en- 
-quiries about the fracas between them. 
« Oh, Charles! *twas all made up 
ee between us the next day: we were 
ee both warm, and miſtook each other the 
© day before, and, like two ſimpletons, 
„ for want of explaining things proper- 
60 66 ys 9 in a paſſion with each 
5 % ther. 


1 
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& other. — The caſe is this. Harriot's 

„ couſin was the girl with whom Fenton 

« danced at Richmond.—lIf he had only 

„ ſaid that Clary Lawſon had given him 

« the encouragement of which he boaſt- 

ed, I ſhould not have fired at him as I 
did. - We are to be married the day | 

1 cc after to-morrow, and I hope you won't 

refuſe to be at my wedding.” 

THE pleaſure which Charles felt from 
having accepted of his friend's invitation 
on ſo particular an occaſion, was ſoon | 
interrupted by the death of Miſs Plum. 
tree, | | 

THAT unhappy girl, having heard in 
the country that the only man whom ſhe 
had ever loved, was on the point of be- 
ing married to the only woman in the 
ö 8 world whom he could love, hurried up to 

her father's with ſo much precipitation, 
that ſhe was in a few hours aſter her ar- 
rival ſeized with a fever in her head, 
which in a ſhort time put an end to her 
life—In her laſt lucid interval ſhe begg= 
T7 ed 
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ed to ſee Mitchell with ſuch earneſtneſs, 
that he would have charged himſelf with 
inhumanity if he had refuſed her requeſt. 
After having preſſed his hand affect- 
ingly, and prayed for his health and 
happineſs in the moſt fervent ters, ſhe 
intreated him to ſee her poor corpſe car- 
ried to the grave, 

*Twas a melancholy office which he 
was requeſted to perform: but he per- 
formed it, dropped the tear of ſenſibility 
on her grave, and offered up a prayer to 
the Supreme Being for her felicity in that 
world to which he had ſummoned her. 

Hz then, with an attention little leſs 
than filial, renewed his efforts to admi- 
niſter conſolation to the unfortunate Ma- 
ria's afflicted parents, with whom he very 
ſincerely ſympathized : and as ſoon as the 
buſineſs which kad brought him to Lon- 
don was finiſhed, returned to the Grove, 
full of anticipating reflections, which 
greatly contributed to diſpel the gloom 
occaſioned by the performance of Miſs 


Plumtree's dying requeſt. Tan 


Tk reception which he met with 
from his parents and his miſtreſs, who 
were, ſitting her when he made his 
appearance, EN animating, 
and prevented him from being damped 
by the dread of Sir Timothy's mutabi- 
lity, after whom he enquired with a par- 
ticular earneſtneſs as the perſon on whom 
the completion , of his happineſs de- 
pended. 

Lizzy ſurprized him not a little with 
a relation of the adventure at farmer 
Benſon's, with: all its circumſtances, as: 
ſhe had heard them from Mr. Mitchell; 
and ſpoke in ſuch a feeling manner of 
Lady Trett's repentance, and of her fa- 
ther's behaviour to her in conſequence 


PF . 


of it, that he more than ever loved her, 


for the tenderneſs of her diſpoſition as a 
woman, and for the ſtrength of her af⸗ 
fection as a daughter, 


His father then aſking him how he 


left his worthy friends Mr. and Mrs. 


Flumtree, Charle looked, on a ſudden, 
| extremely 
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extremely dejected, and ſighing ſaid, 
« ur worthy friends, fir, are, at preſent, 
under the deepeſt affliction; for _ 
& have loſt Maria.” 

« Pook girl! (ſaid Lizzy, while a tear 
„ trembled in each eye, from a natural 


<« ſuppoſition that the pangs of deſpiſed 


love had haſtened her death) I always 
c pitied her. May ſhe be happier in 
& another world than ſhe has been in 
« this!” | 
© CHARLEs then deſcribed at large the 
affecting ſcenes in which he had been 
engaged ; but wiſhed afterwards that he 
had ſuppreſſed the deſcription of them, 
as the alteration in Miſs Trett's counte- 
nance made him fear that he had raiſed 
diſquieting ideas in her mind, which would 
not be ſpeedily removed. That he might, 
therefore, in ſome meaſure correct the 
miſtake with the commiſſion of which he 
taxed himſelf, he communicated to her 
occurrences of a chearful nature, among 


which the marriage of Sutton was men- 
I tioned 
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tioned with all the warmth of friend- 
| _ 

Wu Lizzy had 1 expreſſed the ſatis- 
faction which ſhe felt on hearing of the 
happineſs of her lover's friend, Sir Ti- 
mothy appeared. 

Going up to Charles he took him by 
the hand, told him that he was glad to ſee 
him down again, and added, We have had 
« an extraordinary affair _— us ſince 
you went to London.“ 

« I HAvE heard a full account of it, 
„ Sir Timothy, (replied Charles) and 
e and give you joy on having received 
Lady Trett in a new light.” 

« As to joy, fir, (ſaid Sir Timothy) E 
« don't expect to have any thing of that 
< there kind with her; for ſhe is as bad 
e as bad can be, I think, to be alive: 
“life, indeed, it hardly can be called; for 
« ſhe is in pain almoſt from morning to 
“ night.—However, when ſhe is a little 
c at eaſe ſhe will be glad to ſee you; 
for ſhe is often ſaying handſome things 


about 
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cc about you, and hopes to live till ſhe has 
cc been you and my daughter tacked, to- 
e gether : I'Il go and tell her that you 
cc are here, and that will be ſome comfort 
© to her.'—At the concluſion of that 
ſpeech he went out of the room. 
Lap Trett, as ſoon as ſhe heard that 
Charles was in the houſe, deſired to ſee 


him. 


WHEN ſhe had aſked his ardon-6 too for 
the uneaſineſs which ſhe had occaſioned 
to him, by the abſurdity of her conduct, ſhe 
urged Sir Timothy with an importunity 
which ſtaggered him, to quicken the pre- 
parations for the marriage of Mr. Mit- 
chell and Miſs Trett. 

Al in good time, my dear! all in 
« good time (ſaid he). Let us get you 
c better, and then we'll think about the 
60 young folks.“ | 
„ BETTER I don't expect to be, 
« Sir Timothy; let me, therefore, in- 
6c treat you not to put off the ceremony, 


« by which two deſerving perſons will 


8 | 6e be 


— 
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<< be rewarded for the many diſappoint- 
ments which they have endured on my 
« account 
« Yes, but I ſhall, though, my lady 
& (replied he); and I dare ſay, that nei- 
« ther Mr. Mitchell nor my daughter 
will deſire to be married jill you are 
e well enough to be preſent at their wed= 
„ ding, as you Ns ſaid ſo much about 
« wiſhing to ſee it.” 
„WEIL, Sir Timothy, (faid the, 
« faintly ſmiling), you ſhall do as you 
| «© pleaſe; but you would make me 
/ „ happier by complying - with my re- 
1 
« Way then, madam, to ſhew you 
« how. much I e to make you ſo, 1 
« will comply with it.” X 
| | CHARLEs, as he ud. not with any 
| delicacy appear to be pleaſed with Sir Ti- 
mothy's determination, though it gave 
him a ſincere ſatisfaction, was ſilent, 
when he looked as if he waited for an 
anſwer 
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anſwer from him. He only aſſured Lady 
Trett, that he hoped ſhe would receive 
benefit from the preſcriptions of her phy- 
ſicians, and retired. 

Sin Timothy, in conſequence of his 
reſolution to make Lady Trett eaſier in 
her mind, after having ſettled the neceſ- 
ſary preliminaries with Mr. Mitchell, 
ſent full inſtructions to his lawyer in Lon- 
don, and Mr. Mitchell wrote by the ſame 
poſt to his lawyer upon the ſame ſub- 
ject. 5 * 

Mx. Mitchell alſo diſpatched a letter of 
condolance to Mr. Plumtree, whoſe me- 


lancholy ſituation he truly pitied ; and 


pitied it with keener ſenſibility, as his own 
fon, who .had been under ſo many obliga- 
tions to him, was the unhappy, though 
nocent cauſe of it. 

Wulle Charles was one day read- 
ing to his Lizzy, who ſat at work by 
bis ſide, a ſervant belonging to the prin- 
cipal inn at 3 the neareſt town to 

them, 


Pas: 
6. 
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them, came to inform him that a gen- 
tleman juſt arrived begged the favour 
of ſpeaking to him, not being able, 
from a ſudden diforder in his head, to 
wait on him at the Grove. | 
 CrnaRLEs naturally enquired after the 
gentleman's name; but he could not 
procure the intelligence he wanted 
he felt, however, a ſtrong impulſe to 
comply with the invitation ; and, there- 


fore, attended the ſervant who brought 


it, after having endeavoured to diſſipate 
the apprehenſions of Miſs Trett, which 
were very troubleſome upon the oc- 
caſion. 

Wuxx he came to the inn he was car- 
ried up ſtairs to the largeſt room 98 
longing to it. 

To his great ſurprize, on his en- 
trance, he ſaw Sir Thomas Delton; but 
he was ſtill more e at his be- 
haviour. | | 


Vol. II. x. 1 


* 
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; Sm Thomas, when he had faſtened 
the door, addreſſed him in the lowing 
manner: 
%% No are, I perceive, fir, ſome- 
<« what aſtoniſhed to find me the per- 
«fon who deſired. the favour - of your 
60 company here; and I muſt own that 
« I] am ſorry to draw you from the 
“ lady to whom you expect to be 
« united, as ſoon as the lawyers have 
« finiſhed the writings. —You ſee, fir, 
] have very good intelligence: but, 
while theſe gentlemen are preparing 
„their parchments, I beg leave to ſet- 
« tle a ſmall private account with 
c you.” ap. 
_- STEppING then to a table 10 A 
corner of the room, and taking off 
a green cloth which covered it, he re- 
turned with a piſtol in each hand, and 
thus proceeded : 

„Tux ardour of my paſſion, fir, for 
« the lady mote prejudices in your fa- 
41 1 - « your, 


2 
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c your, and againſt me, have been 
« equally unſurmountable, reduces, me 


to the neceſlity of telling you, that 


« I look upon you as the greateſt 
„ enemy I have in this world; and 
c therefore, as I ſhall not be able to 
<« exiſt after your happineſs with Miſs 
„ 'Trett is compleated, I am determined 
Either to ſee you dead at my feet, or to 
« fall lifeleſs at yours.“ 

CHARLEs, concluding that he was 
ſeized with a ſudden lunacy, endea- 
voured, by ſoothing expreſſions, to di- 
vert his attention from a ſubject which 
had apparently diſarranged his intel- 
lects.— But he ſoon found himſelf 
quite miſtaken in his conjectures; for 
Sir Thomas briſkly replied, © You muſt 
not think to treat me, Mr. itchell, 5 
« as if I knew not what I faid: my 
< preſent behaviour is not occationed 
by a temporary frenzy of the brain; 


it ariſes from a ſettled reſolution, from 
* By « which 
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& which 1 will not recede. Take, then, 
* this piſtol (ſtretching out his hand); 
<< retifte to the other end of the room 
«* and fire. 

 Crantrs took the pitol, but ſo TY 
luctantly, that Sir Thomas loaded him 
with the moſt provoking language; with 
language which no man of fpirit could 
hear uanmoved. He, therefore, turned 
about, in order to convince his antago- 
niſt that he was not afraid of a bullet. 

Warn he had advanced a few ſteps 
towards the appointed fpot, Sir TOE 
fired 515 piſtol, 

Crartts, ſmarting before under the 
reproachful epithets which had deen 
laviſhed on him, now furiouſſy incenſed 


_ againſt his adverfary for his ſcandalous | 
: cowardice, faced him aeg ad re- 
turned the fire. 5 


Sm Thomas — r with 
two end in his * 5 


- CHARLES, 


”  _ 25 __ 
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CHARLES, at that inſtant confidering 
himſelf in the light of a murderer, ran 


up to him, and with looks expreſſive af 


the ſtrongeſt concern hoped that his 
wounds would not prove mortal. 

If they do not prove fo, (replied 
Sir Thomas) I ſhall be greatly diſap- 
6 pointed; for I am weary of life, and 
« will now confeſs to you that I came 
< here on purpoſe to receive my death 


from your hand, — The language 


© which I uſed was intended to rouze 
<« your reſentment ; and I fired my piſ- 
& tol, which contained | nothing but. 
<< powder, to ſpur you to revenge. 
My deſign ſucceeded tp my with, and 
4 J ſhall die content 

« Oh, Sir Thoma ! (ſaid Charles) 
* why, would you force me to commit. 
an action, the remembrance of which 
c will embitter the future moments of 


«© my life But you grow faint, thro' ' 


< loſs. of blood. muſt ſend inſtantly. 
« for a ſurgeon.” — 


L 3 Hx 


1586 THE DELICATE | 
" He then rang the bell with violence. 


No ſurgeon (replitd Sir Thomas, 


41 
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in languid aecents, laying his hand 
upon his heart), can be of any ſer- 
vice to me now. — Tis all over with 
me: your kind intentions, however, 


fir, are gratefully to be acknowledged. 


Let me only intreat you to defire 
the landlord and ſome of his ſervants 
to come up, that I may repeat the 
confeſſion which I have made to you; 
for I would not have you receive 
any interruption to your happineſs,” 
for releaſing me from the burden of 
exiſtence !” 


Tux ſurgeon came; but came too 
late to be ſerviceable. | 
Six Thomas having owned before ſe- , 


veral witneſſes that he was entirely the 


aggreſſor; and that he had deliberately 
_ provoked Mr, Mitchell to ſend him out 
of a world in which he no longer wiſh- 


ed to live, becauſe he could no longer 


be 


5 


| 
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be happy in it, expired in the arms of 
him whom he with his laſt. breath called 


his Deliverer. 


CHARLES, too much affected to 3 
main on the fatal ſpot, hurried home in 
a ſtate of mind much eaſier to be con- 
cejved than expreſſed: but when he ar- 


rived at the Grove, his mind diſtreſſed 


enough already, received a ſhock which 
almoſt overturned it. 

BRFTORE his arrival it had been re- 
ported at the Grove, that he was kill- 


. ed in a duel by Sir Thomas Delton: 


when he, therefore, enquired after his 
Lizzy, he was informed that the news 
of his death had almoſt driven her to 


diſtraction. 


& PooR girl! (ſaid he, wringing his 
« hands) what miſery have I brought 
« upon myſelf and upon her ! for if 
J had paid a due regard to her ten- 
&« der apprehenſions, I ſhould not have 
<« been ſo ready to comply with the in- 

vitation 
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46 yitation of a ſtranger: I ſhould have 
„ been more inquiſitive about him. 
& But where is ſhe ? where is ſhe 7 
« Ohl what an unfortunate event 
«© — I am a+ murderer ! (ſaid he, turn- 
ing to his father) I have killeWCir 
„ Thomas Delton ! but, indeed, fir, I 
« was not the aggreſſor eruelly ir- 
« cumftanced as I was, no man of 
&« ſpirit, I believe, would have acted 
« otherwiſe.” 

He then acquainted: his father with 
All the particulars relating to Sir Tho- 
mas's death, who told him that the 
behaviour of Sir Thomas was ſufficient 
to exculpate him from the charge of 


murder; and that his dying. confeſſion 


ought to make him not look up- 
on himſelf in a criminal light. — 
I am ſorry, my dear Charles, (con- 
„ tinued Mr. Mitchell) that he fell 
« by your hand; but I hope his un- 
&« timely end will not make too deep 
& an impreflion upon your mind,” 
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By the rational arguments and per- 
fuaſive addreſs of his father, - Charles 
ſoon grew more compoſed ; but it was 


long before poor Lizzy came to her 


fenſes, and could be brought to believe 
that her lover was alive ; but at length, 
by the friendly endeavours . of Mrs. 
Mitchell, whom Lady Trett, with an 
aſſiduity greatly to her honour, aſſiſted 
upon the unhappy occaſion, ſhe began 
to give credit to their aſſurances. 

As ſoon as thoſe ladies imagined that 
ſhe was recovered enough to bear the 
fight of Mr. Mitchell, without being 
overpowered by the pleaſure reſulting 
from it, he was introduced to her. 

Six Timothy was in the utmoſt agi- 


tation during the agonies of his daugh- 


ter: but as the pecularities of his dic- 
tion would throw a ludicrous air over 
the graveſt ſubjects, I leave the reader to 
ſuppoſe what ſuch a man would ſay upon 
ſuch an occaſion. I 

l _ 
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finiſhed,” and a near day was then fixed 
for the celebration of the marriage ce- 
remony ; but as Lady. Trett died before 
the arrival of that day, the ceremony 
was neceſſarily PI till her funeral 


WEI. Over. 


In a tw weeks the writings were 
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